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Speaking up For LifeLife Newsbytes
“We know that there will always be 
changes in laws and politics, and we 
can only change that as best as we can. 
The comfort that we do know is that 
the Father does not change like shifting 
shadows. In today’s world, changes are 
swift and inevitable, but our faith and 
trust in our unchanging God are the 
comforts that sustain us!” Diane Albers, 
President of Lutherans For Life

“God creates, redeems, and calls all 
human beings as His own precious 
treasures from fertilization to forever, 
regardless of ages, appearances, abilities, 
or impairments. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ invites us to an honest humility 
and an enthusiastic hope that receive 
each one as gift and privilege!” Pastor 
Michael Salemink, Lutherans For Life

“When life around us is dark and 
despairing, when troubles are real 
and overwhelming, when our hurts 
outweigh our joys, take a moment to 
think about God’s beautiful creation 
given for us as a ‘good and perfect gift.’ 
Take a moment to remember that we 
have another Light in our world—our 
Lord Jesus who is the Creator of all 
things and is the light of men.” Barbara 
Lane Geistfeld, DVM, Lutherans For Life

Hall of Fame coach and longtime NBC 
Sports analyst Tony Dungy said he is 
“pretty sure” his public Christian faith 
and pro-life views contributed to the 
network ending his 17-year run earlier 
this year. Dungy joined NBC in 2009 for 
“Football Night in America.” He told 
former ESPN anchor Sage Steele on “The 
Sage Steele Show” that executives in-
formed him and colleague Rodney Har-
rison they wanted “a little younger” on-
air talent and to reshape the show. He 
confirmed the exit in a March 12 state-
ment on X, thanking the network and 
citing Romans 8:28 while saying he was 
unsure of his next step. Steele suggested 
the departure “was tied to you being 
more and more vocal about your beliefs 
with faith, with being pro-life.” Dungy 
did not dispute it. “There are some 
things that, I guess in TV especially, they 
want you to be careful about because 
they want to attract everybody,” Dungy 
said. “They want to have an audience of 
everyone. They don’t always appreciate 
you speaking about your faith. But for 
me, I’m always going to do that. I’m go-
ing to try and do it in a respectful way, 
but people are going to know that I’m a 
Christian.” He cited his 2023 March for 
Life appearance in Washington, D.C., 
as a source of tension. He did not seek 
permission beforehand … He said he 
looked back on 17 years of good times. 
(lifenews.com/2026/10/22/tony-dungy-pretty-
sure-nbc-fired-me-because-im-pro-life)
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word-of-hope.org

Y4Life.org

Congregational House of Refuge

The Congregational House of Refuge program assists congregations to equip 
their members and neighbors to prevent abortions, provide healing for those 

affected by previous abortions, and protect the unborn and the vulnerable in their 
community. 

The Congregational House of Refuge 
represents a Gospel-motivated witness and 
service For Life. Your Gospel-motivated voice 
For Life is embodying God’s truth and Christ’s 
love to receive every human life as a blessing—no 
matter what size, skills, or circumstances.

A Congregational House of Refuge 
congregation commits publicly and lovingly to support its members 
and neighbors experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Giving voice to the 
Congregational House of Refuge Statement embodies this commitment. The 
formal designation makes the church a refuge for anyone to feel safe, encouraged, 
and supported, while receiving the delights that come with carrying and caring for 
a child. To become a Congregational House of Refuge:

•	 The pastor reviews the program carefully 
recommending it to church leaders.

•	 The congregational leaders review and 
approve the program.

•	 The leaders share the program with the 
congregation for approval.

•	 The pastor reads a commitment statement 
in worship twice a year.

•	 The congregation becomes involved 
through mentoring, praying, and designating a representative to oversee 
the program details.

Visit LFL’s website, under the Frontlines tab, to view the Congregational House 
of Refuge program resources: Program Guide, the Congregational House of 
Refuge Statement, and the Congregational House of Refuge Commissioning and 
Installation Litany. For more information on the Congregational House of Refuge, 
please reach out to Volunteer Relations at info@lutheransforlife.org.

lutheransforlife.org/congregational-house-of-refuge

Shine your light 
internally and externally, 

sharing how your 
congregation 

is a safe place. 

http://lutheransforlife.org
http://www.word-of-hope.org
https://y4life.org/
mailto:info%40lutheransforlife.org.?subject=
https://lutheransforlife.org/congregational-house-of-refuge/
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