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Equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life

Speaking up For LifeLife Newsbytes
“We shouldn’t expect to know or 
understand the ways of God. We simply 
live in trust and ask God’s blessing on 
our lives of sanctification, lived in love 
and thanksgiving to Christ.” Marie 
MacPherson, author

“We care about that precious baby, but 
we also care about the mom. We care 
about that woman who is haunted by 
the guilt and shame of a past abortion … 
We care because Jesus cares for us. We 
love because God first loved us. And 
this we know! Our Lord Jesus—who 
died for us and took away all of our 
sin and guilt and shame—is risen and 
ascended to the Father’s throne. JESUS 
LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON!” Pastor 
Paul Clark, LFL of Michigan

“You and I are made for life, abundant 
and everlasting. And this Gospel is 
made for all our neighbors, every 
genetic member of humanity.” Pastor 
Michael Salemink, Lutherans For Life

“We need pro-life laws and alternative-
to-abortion options to provide bridges 
and buy time for us to share the Gospel of 
salvation in Christ. Yet we cannot settle 
for a favorable court ruling, a strong 
piece of legislation, or a life-favoring 
politician … Ultimately, though, 
changed hearts provide the alternative 
of eternal hope when despair and 
desperation tempt us to do bad things.” 
Pastor Robert Fleischmann, Christian Life 
Resources

Dr. Päivi Maria Räsänen, Finnish leg-
islator and medical doctor, was the 
recipient of this year’s Dominus Vi-
tae Award from Lutherans For Life at 
the 2026 LFL Fall Gala in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Dr. Räsänen, shown above with 
LFL President Diane Albers and Execu-
tive Director Rev. Dr. Aric Fenske, and 
her husband, Nilllo, has endured public 
persecution over the past several years 
for being a leading voice in support of 
religious liberty, freedom of expres-
sion, and the right to live and speak in 
accordance with convictions rooted in 
the Bible. Dr. Räsänen is also a former 
Minister of the Interior. Born in 1959 in 
Sonkajärvi, Finland, she completed her 
Licentiate of Medicine at the University 
of Helsinki in 1984 and subsequently 
worked as a physician in hospital-based 
clinical practice. Dr. Räsänen is the 
mother of five children and grandmoth-
er to twelve grandchildren.

lutheransforlife.org

MY TIME IN CASPER, WYOMING

In September, I had the opportunity 
to spend a day with the students at 

Luther Classical College (lutherclassical.
org) in Casper, Wyoming. 

I t  was  both refreshing and 
encouraging to meet with such a 
faithful group of young Lutherans, all 
zealous to uphold the sanctity of each 
human life. 

What a blessing to know that the 
next generation is eager to pick up the 
mantle and continue to share God’s 
Word of life with their neighbors.

Yet, as I reflect on our discussion 
and the questions they had for me, 
it is clear that the next generation 
of Gospel-motivated voices For Life is facing challenges unlike anything we’ve 
had to deal with over the past 50 years. Ever-evolving technologies, increased 
individualism and entitlement, and the seemingly endless attacks on marriage and 
sexual identity all make the fight for life a completely different arena than it was 
when most of us first became involved with Lutherans For Life. Like the mythical 
hydra, as soon as we address one life issue, another one—an even more devious 
one—pops up in its place. 

Again, I am encouraged to know that our younger brothers and sisters are willing 
and eager to face these challenges head on. But they will need help. Of course, the 
Lord is our Rock and our Redeemer, who has promised to uphold and provide for 
His Church. We can trust that He will continue to provide, strengthen, and equip 
His children for the task. 

We also know that God works through means. He will use some members of His 
Church to share His blessings with the others. Those who come behind us will need 
resources and support to keep up with the constant barrage of new attacks on life. 

Lutherans For Life is poised to provide those resources and 
support for years to come. 

And you play a major role in that! 
Your continued gifts are helping ensure that Lutherans For Life will be able to 

equip the next generation of Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated 
voices For Life into the foreseeable future. 

Additionally, your patronage is providing an example of faithfulness and godly 
stewardship to be emulated by our children and grandchildren. 

Thank you for your willingness to help us share God’s Word of truth with this 
generation and the next!  You are a blessing to Lutherans For Life and to all of 
God’s children. 

http://lutheransforlife.org
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