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Equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life

Speaking up For LifeLife Newsbytes
“Difficult situations like surprise 
pregnancy and terminal diagnosis can 
tempt us to forget our Savior’s presence 
and power. Comfort comes not from 
making deals with death but from the 
gifts He wrings and the privileges He 
brings even in and through hardship. 
An everlasting, unchanging, and all-
sufficient Creator and Keeper not only 
provides life, He protects it as well!” 
Pastor Michael Salemink, Lutherans For 
Life

“If we expect to be the one to change 
hearts by sowing seeds of judgment 
rather than love, we are changing the 
mission we have been sent to fulfill. 
Please use your Gospel-motivated voice 
For Life in love and may God bless your 
efforts!” Virginia Flo, Lutherans For Life

“Good things take time. Your smiles, 
your encouraging words, your time and 
talents donated for pro-life work done 
in Christ are sure to be effective, even if 
you can’t immediately see the effects.” 
Marie MacPherson, author

“Being a child is a calling. Being a parent 
is a calling. Being a student is a calling. 
Being a citizen is a calling. Each so-called 
occupation is a calling. The role one fills 
in one’s church is a calling. As God crafts 
each of us in our callings, He places us in 
the presence of neighbors whom we are 
to love on His behalf.” Rev. Adam Osier, 
Free Lutheran Bible College, Plymouth, 
Minnesota

Following the passage of legisla-
tion expanding late-term abortion in 
Massachusetts and Governor Maura 
Healey’s signing of the bill into law 
on August 10, Massachusetts Citizens 
for Life has launched a statewide leg-
islator accountability campaign with 
the participation of its supporters 
and members of the public, including 
those who consider themselves “pro-
choice.” The “Hold Them Accountable 
for Abortion Up to Birth” campaign 
seeks to identify where Massachusetts 
legislators and candidates for the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature stand ahead of 
the November 3 election on two issues: 
restoring legal protections for viable un-
born babies and ensuring state funding 
for abortion alternatives that provide 
vulnerable women with additional op-
tions. “Given that every legislator on 
Beacon Hill is up for reelection, we want 
to hold them accountable,” said Myrna 
Maloney Flynn, president of Massa-
chusetts Citizens for Life. “Most people 
think abortion-up-to-birth is gruesome 
and that state leaders went too far. Our 
initiative allows any Massachusetts res-
ident to demand more from those they 
elect … Our accountability campaign 
is not simply an outcry over Governor 
Healey’s reckless signature. It’s a search 
for answers from state leaders ….” 
(Source: lifenews.com/2026/08/20/pro-life-
group-will-hold-massachusetts-legislators-
accountable-for-abortions-up-to-birth)

lutheransforlife.org

IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON
BY REV. DR. ARIC FENSKE

“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; 

be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers 
to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths” (2 Timothy 4:1-4).

There is no doubt that we are living in the “time” that St. Paul foresaw when he 
penned these words to young Timothy. Each day we see people turn away from 
the truth of God’s Word and run headlong into the lies of the devil. Many of us 
have had interactions with someone so enslaved to their sinful passions that they 
will ignore factual, well-reasoned arguments and justify their sins with the most 
illogical and unreasonable excuses. 

But, the truth is, Martin Luther could have said the exact same thing to the people 
in Wittenberg in 1530. And Timothy could have done the same in ancient Corinth. 
We are always tempted to believe that things are worse in our day than they were 
in generations past. And, maybe in some ways that is true. As technology continues 
to evolve at lightning speeds, sinners continue to invent new ways to be wicked 
and new, irrational excuses to justify that wickedness. The exponential growth in 
the usage of chemical abortion is a great example of this.

But in the end, “there is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9), and 
sinners sin, just as they always have. As the inspired Word of God, St. Paul’s words 
to Timothy have always been applicable to every generation of Christians.

And that’s good news because it means that the answer to this problem is the 
same today as it was when Paul first wrote these words. Preach the Word! We share 
God’s Law and Gospel with the world, knowing that this is how God drives people 
to repentance and changes their hearts to listen to the sound teaching of His truth.

Of course, that means that we ourselves need to know God’s Word. If we are 
going to “be ready in season and out of season,” we must surround ourselves with 
the Word of God. This is true not only so that we might be educated and equipped 
to speak God’s Word accurately but also so that we may be constantly reminded 
of God’s love for us and be filled with His grace to share the Word with patience 
as Paul encourages us to do.
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