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(Lutheran Service Book one-year series) — A sermon that may be used on Advent III; Baptism of our Lord; Pentecost Eve; Pentecost Tuesday.

(Lutheran Service Book three-year series) — Series A: Advent II/ Series B: Advent II/ Series C: Advent III

Hear again the theme text for this day of remembering God’s gifts of forgiveness and
life that we receive through Holy Baptism:

Faithfulness from (the) land will spring up;

and Righteousness from (the) heavens will look down.’

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today’s psalm may be heard in the congregations of our Lord from one to four times
per year. How often it appears in the Church calendar depends upon how a congregation
receives God’s gifts through the Church’s lectionaries. Psalm 85 does appear in both the One-
Year and the Three-Year lectionaries. Whenever that psalm is heard in the Lord’s services, it
proclaims the forgiveness and life that Christ Jesus came to give to all people, and most
especially to you who believe.

Further, when the Church in worship chants, sings, or speaks the words of the psalm
we heard today, she hears, whether it is stated directly or not, that the work of declaring [anyone]
right with the Father began at Jesus’ conception, birth, and circumcision.’ It continue(d) in His
baptism. From that day long ago, it launched Jesus into His life of teaching and preaching. That

was followed by His suffering, death, and resurrection from the dead.’

! Psalm 85:12.

2 Morehouse, Michael A. Higher Things Reflections, internet. http://cdn.higherthings.org/imgs/uploads/reflections/reflections-
epiphany-prelent-2014.pdf, accessed January 12, 2014.

3 Ibid.
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God'’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation are received by any person who dies and
rises with Jesus through Holy Baptism. That means that anyone who hears and believes God'’s
Word when it is connected to plain water truly dies with Christ and then rises to new life in
Him.* That spiritual death and resurrection then is lived out as the believing person daily
confesses his or her sins, and in the faith, receives holy absolution. Such a one is raised to live
in new life before God. That is worked in any believing person whom God declares justified.’
Hear again today’s chosen theme text:

Faithfulness from (the) land will spring up;

and Righteousness from (the) heavens will look down.®

The divine declaration that anyone, including you, we pray, may be continually
declared truly right with God came in time. That began to be proclaimed after Jesus was raised
from the dead. That means that, in His resurrection, the true eternal faithfulness promised in
today’s psalm sprang up from the earth. His divine faithfulness to His Word He has applied to
you in Holy Baptism.

Those realities can bring comfort to people who have been wounded by the willful

taking of human life—be that new life in the womb or a life that one chooses to end while

suffering in this “veil of tears.”” That last phrase may even be sung about in the Church. It is

* Romans 6:4.

3 Luther, Martin. (1986) 2017. Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 24.

© Psalm 85:12.

7 Psalm 84:6 Wycliffe's Bible; the Bishop’s Bible; translated “vale of misery” in the Book of Common Prayer (1662) and the

Coverdale Bible (1535); etc.
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heard through the lines of the 18" century hymn, “Be Still, My Soul.”® That hymn reminds
Christ’s faithful, when they face death, to say to themselves:

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart and all is darkened in this veil of tears; then you

will better know His love, His heart, Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears...’

Divine consolation is received by the faithful whenever they, we, remember that to give
life is God’s work."” Along with that, we also know that the divine right to take away life God
has reserved for Himself."

He has delegated the power to human government to bear the sword to punish
evildoers and to reward the good. Even so, He has not granted them complete autonomy to do
as they please.'” At the end of days, He will hold them to account.

God has also not given human individuals the divine right to take away life before the
time He has appointed for each person (that which is known only to God). If you have chosen
either to encourage or have participated in taking away the life of an unborn human, or if you

have encouraged, supported, or even given your blessing to a person who willed to take their

own life, repent!

8 von Schlegel, Catharina Amalia Dorthea, 1697-1752. Lutheran Service Book # 752, tr. Jane L. Borthwick, St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, stz. 3.

% Ibid.

19 Psalm 36:9; Revelation 11:11; etc.

! Deuteronomy 32:39; 2 Kings 5:7; etc.
12 Romans 13:1-7.
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The Holy Spirit, working through God’s Word, desires to give you power to believe
that Jesus gave His life into the hands of sinners. He died for sinners such as you. He died that
His blood would cover over such sins.

Such trespasses against God’s Holy Word come upon people whenever they fall to a
demonic temptation. The one of which we speak today encourages humans to will to be a law
unto themselves. Such human self-law thinking is revealed in the very definition of the word
“autonomy.” The world encourages people to believe that they are the masters of their own
lives and deaths. Sinful people, apart from the unity that God wills to be given in Christ Jesus,
can be led to think that an autonomous individual can choose to sustain or take life. That
reflects the oldest temptation offered to humans—that is, the will to be like God." Falling to
that temptation, dear ones, leads a person to commit a clear violation of the First
Commandment and its meaning, which is?

“You shall have no other gods.”

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things."*

The “all things” in that explanation surely applies to an autonomous thinking human

desire to give or to take life. If you have sinned by thinking that you are law unto yourself,

know that Jesus, before you were ever formed in the womb of your mother, saw your sin."”” He

13 Genesis 3:1-15.
4 Tappert, T. G., ed. (1959). The Book of Concord the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (p. 342). Miihlenberg Press.

15 Romans 2:14.
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determined, with the Father and the Spirit, to buy you back from the wages your sins earned."
Those remain — death and eternal separation from God’s love, mercy, and grace."”
Remember that the Word clearly teaches that a person’s body is not his or her own to
do with as she or he pleases. We know that God has bought the faithful with a price.'® That
means we who are in Christ belong to God.
Beings who continue to live apart from Him are held captive to sin. They, should they
not repent and believe the Gospel, will face the second death.' In their unrepentance, they

earn for themselves an eternal place in hell.°

Let that not be for you!

Dear sinner who desires to be declared a holy one before God, today, through His
Word, He continues calling you to daily return to your Baptism. That He frees you to do
through the simple practice of confessing your sins and receiving His holy absolution.! You
may do that for Christ’s holy, innocent, precious blood has covered over all your sins. Christ’s
resurrection from the dead continues to declare you justified. That means that you are beheld

as right before the Father.?” God, through Jesus, grants His benefits to you, even as they have

been summed up in today’s psalm theme verse:

16 Romans 6:23.

172 Thessalonians 1:9; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:11-15; etc.

18 | Corinthians 6:20.

19 Revelation 21:8.

20 Proverbs 5:22; Matthew 25:41; John 8:34; Romans 7:23.

21 Psalm 51:17; Proverbs 28:13; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Romans 6:4; 6:11; 1 John 1:9; etc.
22 Romans 6:4; c.f. Matthew 25:31-40.
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Faithfulness from (the) land will spring up; and Righteousness from (the) heavens will look

down.”

Those words can serve to remind their faithful hearers that God’s true faithfulness
sprang up from the land of Judah long ago. God’s faithfulness to His declared Word He
brought to fulness in the Divine Incarnation of Jesus the Son of God and the Son of Mary. He
remains, therefore, true God and true man.

After the end of His incarnate earthly days, after Jesus had been raised from the dead to
the glory of the Father, Jesus ascended into the heavens.* There, as He placed human flesh
again at the pinnacle of creation, He continues to fill all things.” In His righteousness, He looks
down upon the children of God’s favor.*® They are, like you, people who are named with His
name. They remain believers who continue to sorrow over their sins and who also will to walk
in new life.

Remember that God, particularly the third Person of the Holy Trinity, is the One whom
Scripture repeatedly declares to be the Life-giver.”” That is why teachings made through

humanly caring arguments that death is one’s friend, that it is to be embraced, are false. Such

worldly arguments are not supported by God’s Word. Even so, they continue to be offered to

23 Psalm 85:12.

24 Acts 1:9-12.

%5 Ephesians 1:23.

26 Isaiah 45:8.

27 Job 33:4; Acts 17:25 (see also Genesis 2:7); Nehemiah 9:6; 1 Timothy 6:13; John 1:3-4.
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empower ever-expanding human definitions of suffering. That is done to try to move people
to believe that all that troubles people may be permanently eliminated by their deaths.

But we treasure the gift of life. Christians know, believe, and confess that God’s Word
continues being breathed into us as we hear it. The word “inspires” should remind us that the
Life-giver is still working to grant us blessed eternal life. It is the God-breathed Word that
works faith and blessed life in all who will hear and believe it.

The Holy Spirit, working through God’s Word, wills to move to create and sustain faith
in all people. That remains true for infants in the womb. It is also true for humans who are
living outside the womb and yet are experiencing death in some form.

When faced with the last enemy, death, we are called to remember that which God,
through His Church, has given to be declared into the ears of anyone who is dying, most
especially, a Christian.?® That is found in the Church’s ancient practice called the
“Commendation of the Dying.” In that rite, Scriptures, prayers, and readings proclaim God'’s
grace and mercy for a person who may be falling asleep in Christ, that is, one who is dying in
the faith.

The biblical reason for that practice, as has been declared, is that God has bound

Himself to create and sustain life through the hearing of His Word. The practice of the

“Commendation of the Dying” provides narratives concerning Jesus’ passion, along with

281 Corinthians 15:26.
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accounts of His resurrection, accompanied by other consoling Scriptures that are to be read
into the ears of dying Christians.

The rite also provides beautiful hymns of the Church to sing to those who can no longer
join their voices to ours. Such hymns declare that which God continues to do for repentant
sinners. All that is done in commending a dying person to God in Christ Jesus is supported by
God’s Word concerning the faith coming to, and being sustained in, such a person through the
hearing of the Word of God.”

There is also some secular work that gives reasons why a dying person should be
spoken or sung to, even when they appear otherwise unresponsive. A medical study
published a few years ago can be cited to support that practice. From its abstract one may
learn the following concerning dying patients who were seen to be unresponsive:

Most ... showed evidence of ... (in their brain wave patterns) responses to tone changes, and

some showed a ... response to either tone or pattern changes. Thus, their auditory systems were

responding similarly to those of young, healthy control (people) just hours from end of life.

Hearing may indeed be one of the last senses to lose function as humans die.”

That research provides members of Christ’s body, the Church, with a non-biblical

reason for speaking, chanting, or singing God’s Word to a dying person. Even so, God has

2 Romans 10:17 KJV.
30 Internet. https://pme.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7316981/ Abstract. Accessed 23 May 2026.
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chosen simple means — His Word and Sacraments—to strengthen a believer in the faith that
leads to blessed eternal life.

God’s power to give forgiveness and eternal life through the hearing of His Word is
also why some pastors speak God’s Word of blessing over the wombs of pregnant women.
Again, we may follow such a practice because we know and believe that saving faith is given
and sustained by the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word. A practice of blessing infants
in the womb has brought great comfort to moms who’ve suffered miscarriages. Further, when
pregnant moms are exposed to God’s Word, God’s promises may bring hope even to women
who’ve terminated their children’s lives.

After all, it is the Spirit, working through God’s Word, who delivers, sustains, and
bolsters believers in the faith. The faith grants us divine power to trust in God to open His ears
to our requests. Among those are pleas for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening to life
eternal. Today’s psalm reminds us of that with these words:

You forgave the lawlessness of Your people, You covered all their sins.”’

The Holy Spirit works through God’s Word to grant forgiveness, salvation, and blessed
eternal life. That Word reminds you that the blood of Christ is what God sees when He

beholds you who remain in Jesus. God’s grace certainly provides deliverance from sin and

death. His grace also works to rescue from eternal suffering repentant sinners who believe in

31 Psalm 84:3 LXX (85:3 MT).
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Him. Concerning that, today’s psalm continues to remind the faithful, when the punishment of
our sins presses upon us, to ask of God:

Will You not again revive us (so) that Your people will be delighted in You?*

Through Holy Baptism, God has given us—you—life. God’s people, in congregations
like this, know that in Holy Baptism, we were given a divine washing of regeneration and

renewal.®

We have learned that Holy Baptism gives us God’s power, through His Word, to
daily drown our lusting old sinful natures.* As that occurs through our hearing and receiving
God’s Holy Law, God wills to turn us from our sins, to grant us new life in Christ.

As we hear and believe His Gospel, the Good News of Jesus for sinners, God the Holy
Spirit works to raise up in us new—freed from sin--natures.” Those new-nature reflections of
Christ’s righteousness will, when our last days arrive, be with us. Then we will be presented to
God to live forever in His righteousness and purity. Those promises of God’s divine favor are
expressed in today’s psalm with words like these:

Yes, YHWH (the Lord) will give that which is good, and our land will yield its increase.”

As part of receiving and celebrating God'’s beautiful gifts, God has revealed that He

desires that we put into the ears of sinner-saints the basics of the scripturally revealed truth.?”

3285:7 MT (Psalm 84:6 LXX).

3 cf. Titus 3:5-8.

34 ¢.f. Luther, Martin 2017. Luther’s Small Catechism, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 24.
3 Ibid.

36 Psalm 85:13 MT; 84:13.

37 ¢.f. Deuteronomy 6:6-9.
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Christians want non-Christians also to turn from sin. We rejoice in that which God continues
doing for repentant sinners. Today’s psalm also speaks about that:
Surely, at hand for the ones fearing Him (is) His Salvation, (that) glory will dwell in our land.”
His salvation is none other than Jesus the Christ. Those who are clothed in Him are
covered by His glory. In Him, we have life ... blessed life to share!

The peace which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus.

38 Psalm 85:9.
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