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Life Newsbytes

Recently, Liberty Counsel Action (LCA)
has urged the federal government to
expand health insurance plans to pri-
oritize diagnosing and treating the
underlying causes of infertility rather
than adding coverage for in vitro fertil-
ization (IVF). In May 2026, the Internal
Revenue Service, the Department of La-
bor, and the Department of Health and
Human Services jointly issued a pro-
posed federal rule, “Expected Fertility
Benefits,” which proposes establishing
a new category of fertility benefits that
would make it easier for employers to
offer insurance coverage for IVF treat-
ments through “standalone or specialty
offerings.” The rule stems from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s February 2025
executive order 14216 to expand access
to IVF ... LCA asserts that Restorative
Reproductive Medicine (RRM) is a bet-
ter alternative to IVF because it takes a
more “holistic” approach to patient care
by identifying and treating the causes
of infertility, such as endometriosis,
hormonal imbalances, and other repro-
ductive health conditions. LCA recom-
mended the federal government priori-
tize RRM as a primary fertility benefit
rather than bypassing these problems
and resorting to IVF, which can be more
expensive, more invasive, and is laced
with ethical concerns related to em-
bryo creation, freezing, selection, and

destruction. ¢ lifenews.com/2026/07/21/pro-life-group-
wants-more-ethical-limits-and-regulations-on-ivf)

Speaking up For Life

“Never apologize for sharing God’s
Word. Never excuse holding or
defending a godly position that clearly
states how a life issue stands according
to Scripture. Abortion is wrong, as
is assisted suicide, and many other
life issues happening in our world.”
Volunteer Relations, Lutherans For Life

“We stand together, one in mind and
heart, and with one voice, in defense of
the lives of our unborn children—God’s
precious little ones. Yet, what we stand
for is not only the lives of these precious
unborn children but also the moms, the
dads, the grandmas and grandpas, the
young and the old, the healthy and the
sick and dying. What we stand for is the
very value—the very gift—of life itself.”
Pastor Paul Clark, LFL of Michigan

“God created every one of us to shine
brightly in the world He made for us.
Each person is a candle, sustaining His
light to share with others. When a baby is
aborted, his or her candleis extinguished.
Clearly, that is not what God wants for
us. None of us is unimportant to God;
He cares about all of us, no matter our
size, age, parents, gender, or disabilities.
Every candle has a special purpose God
designed.” Christina, Missouri, Lutherans
For Life Essay Contest

lutheransforlife.org/
resources/life-quotes/

THE RIGHT TO LIFE
BY REV. DR. ARIC FENSKE

O n July 4, we celebrated the 250" anniversary of the ratification of the Declaration
of Independence. During those 250 years, God has blessed this nation of ours
with many and various blessings, not the least of which is the ability to hear His
Word and worship Him unhindered by the threat of punishment. To paraphrase
Luther, God has certainly provided our nation with ample reason to “thank, praise,
serve, and obey Him.”

Sadly, we know that there are many citizens who use their freedom to not thank,
praise, serve, or obey God. This past week, as I contemplated the history of our
nation and the signing of the Declaration of Independence, I couldn’t help but notice
a bit of irony. As most of you surely remember, the Preamble to the Declaration of
Independence begins with these famous words:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

The entire American experiment was founded on the truth that each person has
been endowed by God with the right to life.

Yet, as much of the country celebrated the freedoms we enjoy because we hold
these truths to be self-evident, we know that millions of our brothers and sisters
are denied that most basic right! How many children are never given the right to
live beyond the first few weeks of their fragile existence? How many injured or
aged people have life snatched away from them because of medical malpractice or
end-of-life ethics run awry?

None of us truly know how long this nation will exist or whether it will still
remain on the day of Christ’s return. But we do know that as long as we are part of
it, we are to thank God for the blessings He grants to us as members of this great
nation. We also know that it is our duty to pray to God for our nation and its leaders,
by imploring Him to continue to watch over and preserve it. As children of our
Heavenly Father, we know that those prayers must certainly include petitions for
God to put an end to the vile practices of abortion and assisted suicide, along with
all the other wicked things that accompany them, including all forms of sexual
immorality. In the end, we know that it is only by the grace of God and through
His power that these evils will be cleansed from our national life.

However, we also know that God uses means to accomplish His will on earth.
You are those means (at least in part). As long as God permits us to do so, Lutherans
For Life will continue to equip our neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices for
life. Yet this is only possible because of your generous and faithful support. Thank
you for helping us share Jesus’ great Gospel of life in hopes that God will lead our
entire nation and the world to uphold the God-given right to life. May God grant
it for Jesus’ sake! Amen.
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