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A Texas County Just Became 22nd
in the Nation to Ban Abortions — On
April 13, the Commissioners” Court of
Lynn County, Texas (pop. 5,596), con-
sidered an ordinance “Outlawing Abor-
tion within the Unincorporated Area of
Lynn County, Declaring Lynn County
a Sanctuary County for the Unborn.”
After a presentation from Right to Life
across Texas, the measure was adopt-
ed in a unanimous 5-0 vote by County
Judge Mike Braddock, Matt Woodley,
John Hawthorne, Tate Gass, and Larry
Durham. In adopting the measure, Lynn
County became the 22nd county in the
nation and the 20th county in Texas to
pass a Sanctuary County for the Unborn
Ordinance. Lynn County follows the
Texas counties of Mitchell, Goliad, Co-
chran, Lubbock, Dawson, Jack, Shackel-
ford, Camp, Shelby, Hopkins, Dickens,
Howard, Motley, Crosby, Borden, Hall,
Hood, King, and Sterling. Lynn County
is the 6th county and the 10th political
subdivision to pass such a measure in
2026 ... In addition to providing pro-
tections for pregnant mothers and their
unborn children, the ordinance also
educates members of the community on
the Thriving Texas Families Program
and the resources that can be obtained
through centers listed on the Texas
Pregnancy Care Network website (tex-
aspregnancy.org). (Read more: lifenews.
com/2026/04/17 /this-texas-county-just-be-
came-22nd-in-the-nation-to-ban-abortions)

Speaking up For Life

“By the washing of water, John made
God’s divine intentions clear. Jesus
was our brother indeed, on a heavenly
mission to rescue and purify us from all
sin. Dear Lord, keep us patient as we
wait for You. Amen.” Rev. Paul Koelpin,
Martin Luther College

“As Christians, we know that God’s
commitment to upholding life started
long ago—before photos—before the
beginning of time even. From His
ordered creation of the world to His
ordered creation of you in your mother’s
womb, God’s work has always been
life-affirming. Grafted into His family
through Baptism, we have become
children of God and inheritors of eternal
life.” Michelle Bauman, Y4Life

“Live abundantly, friends, graduates,
loved ones, and fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ! Know who you are and
to whom you belong.” Deaconess Janet
Nicol, Word of Hope

“We rightly honor our dead who are
near to us in time, realizing this is but
a passing phase of memory, that in
another already-determined Time, all
the graves shall be opened, and all shall
rise to meet the Judge of the Living and
the Dead, whose Kingdom shall have
no end. Memory eternal.” James M.
Kushiner, Fellowship of St. James

lutheransforlife.org/resources/life-quotes

HE IS RISEN!
BY REV. DR. ARIC FENSKE

e is risen! There is no greater For-Life message than these three words from

the angel. God despises death so much that He was willing to be swallowed
up by death Himself to destroy it from the inside and free the world from its icy
cold grip.

Easter morning is our yearly reminder that God’s desire for mankind is that our
lives never end! According to His own words, He laid down His own life so that
“everyone who lives and believes in Him shall never die” (John 11:26).

Our resurrected Lord truly is the Lord and giver of life. It is inconceivable to think
that the same God who suffered crucifixion and death in order to destroy the curse
of death would also approve of the wanton destruction of the very people for whom
He died to grant everlasting life.

The Easter proclamation of “He is risen” is the reason we are Lutherans For Life.

We all know that in this world of sin and death, this Good News of Jesus is often
met with anger and hostility. But we can’t let that discourage us. Before He died,
Jesus prepared His disciples for this very thing. “I have said these things to you,
that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). These words, “He is risen,” are
the proof that Jesus has, in fact, overcome the world.

We can continue to share God’s message of life with confidence and hope because
of these three beautiful words. He is risen! What comfort these words bring us!
The resurrection of Jesus changes everything! It vindicates His entire earthly
ministry—His miracles, His teachings, and His self-offering as a sacrifice for the
sin of the world. The empty tomb is the confirmation that all transgressions have
been forgiven, that the world has been reconciled to the Father in Heaven, and that
death has been undone. The resurrection of our Lord proves that He is God of gods
and Lord of lords.

The devil can rage with all his might. The world can fight against the Church and
bring about all manner of death and destruction. But He is risen! This means that
they will never destroy Christ’s Church. Try as they might, they will never stomp
out the flame that was lit on that Easter morning. The truth of God’s Word of life
will continue to be proclaimed until the day that Christ returns. And nothing they
do can steal Christ’s salvation from us. And so the Church sings,

Take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our vict'ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
(“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656, st. 4)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, may this Easter season fill us with such “joy
and peace in believing” that we may not only abound in hope (Romans 15:13) but
that we may continue to be Gospel-motivated voices for life, boldly speaking the
truth in love to the world around us.

Happy Easter! He is risen. He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
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