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Piivi Ridsidnen, a Christian lawmaker
and Member of Parliament from Fin-
land, was convicted on March 25 of a
hate crime for a 2004 church pamphlet
citing biblical teaching on human
sexuality. The conviction came even
as the nation’s Supreme Court unani-
mously cleared her of charges for quot-
ing the same Scripture on social media.
Réisdnen, a member of Parliament with
the Christian Democrats since 1995
and a former interior minister who is
solidly pro-life, and Lutheran Bishop
Juhana Pohjola were found guilty in a
3-2 split decision under the “war crimes
and crimes against humanity” section
of Finland’s criminal code. The convic-
tion stems from the pamphlet “Male
and Female He Created Them,” which
Réasanen wrote and Pohjola published
for their church. The court ruled that
they had made available to the public
“opinions that insult homosexuals as a
group on the basis of their sexual ori-
entation.” Justices acknowledged the
content “did not incite violence or ha-
tred” and described the conduct as “not
particularly serious,” yet still held the
pair criminally liable ... “I am shocked
and profoundly disappointed that the
court has failed to recognize my basic
human right to freedom of expression,”
Résédnen said. Source/read more: www.
lifenews.com/2026/03/26/christian-
mp-convicted-of-hate-crime-for-quot-
ing-bible-verse.
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Speaking up For Life
“Friend, you have a good word to speak
to your neighbor. You have God’s Word
of life to share—with your spouse, your
children or grandchildren, your co-
worker or friend. You can tell them that
their life is sacred, a gift of God, and that

their life matters to you.” Rev. Robert
Mohns, Lutheran Church—Canada

“Commit to seeking opportunities to
be a light to those living in darkness.
Do not place that responsibility on the
full-time leaders of the Church. This is
your mission in life. God has uniquely
placed you in the exact situations,
locations, and relationships to make the
Light of the world visible and concrete.
You are the look of Christ’s face. You
are the tone of His voice. You are the
touch of His hands. You are the physical
representation of His light in a dark
world (Ephesians 5:8). How bright will
you shine this year?” Paul David Tripp,
author and speaker

“Perhaps as our culture seems to be
increasingly more challenging, it may
help to think of hope as the complete
opposite of despair. Hope 1is not
optional for the believer. Our hope is
secure because, as we all say again,
‘Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!"” John
Stonestreet
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FOR ALL WHO WILL BELIEVE
BY REV. DR. ARIC FENSKE

In the 17" chapter of his Gospel account, St. John gives us a front-row view of
our Lord’s final moments before being arrested and sentenced to death. In these
last hours, we see Jesus doing something remarkable. He’s praying. That may not
sound all that surprising at first—until we see who He was praying for. In the face
of torture, ridicule, and death, Jesus didn’t pray for Himself, He prayed for His
disciples and “for those who will believe in Me through their word” (John 17:20).
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and receive His salvation unto
everlasting life.

I don’t know about you, but it is both humbling and awe-inspiring to know that
Jesus was thinking of me and of my salvation as He walked that lonely road through
the valley of the shadow of death. What love He must have for me!

Of course, that love is not just for me, or for you, but for all “who will believe”
in Him. Jesus shows His love for every one of His precious sheep in this prayer.
He prayed for countless others whose faces and names are known only to Him—
unborn children, single mothers, the diseased and the dying. Jesus prayed for them
all before He died because He died for them all.

And that means that you were not only the subject of Jesus’ prayer that night in
the garden of Gethsemane; in a way, you are also the answer to that prayer because
God, in His grace, has chosen you to be His hands and feet and mouths to love and
serve those countless unborn babies, troubled mothers, and sick and dying children
of God. You do this in your own homes and congregations by reflecting Christ’s
love to those around you, and you do this by supporting our work at Lutherans
For Life through your prayers and financial gifts.

I'thank God for you all. I am thankful that He has preached His Word to you and
has created faith in you by the power of His Holy Spirit. And I am thankful that He
has motivated you to share that Word with others, that they too might know the
love of Christ and the promise of life that is found only in Him.

I pray that our meditation on the suffering and dying of our Lord will be a
blessing to you and that those blessings will continue to extend from you to all
your neighbors.
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In the 17" chapter of his Gospel account, St. John gives us a front-row view of
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I don’t know about you, but it is both humbling and awe-inspiring to know that
Jesus was thinking of me and of my salvation as He walked that lonely road through
the valley of the shadow of death. What love He must have for me!

Of course, that love is not just for me, or for you, but for all “who will believe”
in Him. Jesus shows His love for every one of His precious sheep in this prayer.
He prayed for countless others whose faces and names are known only to Him—
unborn children, single mothers, the diseased and the dying. Jesus prayed for them
all before He died because He died for them all.

And that means that you were not only the subject of Jesus’ prayer that night in
the garden of Gethsemane; in a way, you are also the answer to that prayer because
God, in His grace, has chosen you to be His hands and feet and mouths to love and
serve those countless unborn babies, troubled mothers, and sick and dying children
of God. You do this in your own homes and congregations by reflecting Christ’s
love to those around you, and you do this by supporting our work at Lutherans
For Life through your prayers and financial gifts.

I'thank God for you all. I am thankful that He has preached His Word to you and
has created faith in you by the power of His Holy Spirit. And I am thankful that He
has motivated you to share that Word with others, that they too might know the
love of Christ and the promise of life that is found only in Him.

I pray that our meditation on the suffering and dying of our Lord will be a
blessing to you and that those blessings will continue to extend from you to all
your neighbors.
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