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Approximately 10,000 people, many of
them young adults and families, gath-
ered in Paris, France, on January 18 for
the annual March for Life to publicly
oppose abortion. The participants also
spoke up against euthanasia amid on-
going bioethical debates in France. The
peaceful demonstration began at Place
Vauban in front of the Invalides palace
and proceeded through the streets of the
capital. Organizers described a family-
friendly, resolute atmosphere, with par-
ticipants carrying signs promoting life
and a banner reading “Treat and sup-
port, never suppress.” The march came
two years after France became the first
country in the world to enshrine abor-
tion as a constitutional right in 2024.
That amendment, incorporated on
March 8, 2024, followed a 780-72 vote
in a joint session of parliament. Pro-life
advocates viewed the change as elevat-
ing abortion to a protected status, shift-
ing it from a once-criminal act to a fun-
damental right. This year’s event also
highlighted opposition to pending Sen-
ate discussions on legislation that would
legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide,
which organizers framed as a “licence to
kill.” Marie-Lys Pellissier, the 24-year-
old spokeswoman for the March for Life
in France, said, “It is the only moment in
the year when we can publicly express
our opposition to abortion and eutha-
nasia and propose concrete solutions.”
(Read more: tinyurl.com/59ekc4ky)

Speaking up For Life

“All life is sacred. Your life is sacred.
Every life has infinite worth and
eternal value. Your life matters—from
conception to natural death to eternity.
The psalmist declares: ‘I praise you, for
I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are Your works; my soul
knows it very well” (Psalm 139:14).” Rewv.
Robert Mohns, Lutheran Church—Canada

“We may not be trained healers, but
we have been trained through our
own experiences and God’s Word to
bring comfort. Be brave, reach out, and
know the Lord is by your side. Pray for
His guidance in what you say and do
so you will bring needed comfort. We
have a message of hope!” Virginia Flo,
Lutherans For Life

“l love reminding them that the first
diagnosis is, ‘It’s a baby,” and no other
diagnosis ever negates diagnosis
number one. The baby is inherently
valuable and worthy of our love.” Dr.
Robin Pierucci

“Handmade by the one true God and
designed in Hisimage, we are inherently
valuable, not only for this life but for all
of eternity.” Michelle Bauman, Y4Life
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FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE
BY REV. DR. ARIC FENSKE

“I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your
works; my soul knows it very well” (Psalm 139:14).

This inspired Word of God - ‘i

is our theme for this year’s ?
commemoration of Life Sunday. ™

This verse is one of the pillars \\,.

on which our understanding a
of the sanctity of life is built. '
On the one hand, using this
verse as our theme causes me
to be a bit sad for the very fact
that we have to commemorate
Life Sunday yet again. It is a
recognition that many of God'’s
children, who are all fearfully
and wonderfully made by Him, are still being ignored, abused, devalued, and
destroyed. And, with a sigh, I suppose this will continue to be the case until the
day that Jesus returns to free us from this vale of tears.

On the other hand, this verse should also fill us with both awe and hope. After all,
David himself tells us that these are words of praise! In acknowledging that we are
God’s wonderful creation, we are also acknowledging that we are God’s precious
possession. In fact, that’s what the beginning of Psalm 139 teaches us. David reminds
us throughout this psalm that there is nowhere we can go where God is not looking
after us and providing for us.

| praise you, for | am
Fearfully
and

Wonderfully
Made.

May that knowledge fill us all with comfort and joy as we consider our own daily
lives and our continual effort to fight for the lives of the most vulnerable among
us. God is not ignorant of our suffering or of the senseless violence that is brought
upon His children. And He who created all does not just sit quietly on the sidelines
to watch it happen. Our recent celebration of the birth of Jesus is all the reminder
we need of that.

Our God acts to defend and protect His people. And our theme verse reminds us
of one of the ways in which He does that. He fearfully and wonderfully creates us.
Our heavenly Father has created us with ears to hear the cries of His people, mouths
to speak His praises and defend our brothers and sisters, and hands and feet with
which we can serve and protect them.

I'am grateful that God has wonderfully and fearfully created you. And I am grateful
that He continues to use you to love and serve His children. I pray that the words
of our theme verse this year will both comfort and encourage you as you partner
with us in 2026 to be Gospel-motivated voices for life in this world of sin and death.

Praise indeed be to the Father, Son, and Spirit, who has fearfully and wonderfully
made each of us.
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