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“We are all adopted.” What do you think about that statement? Do you agree?
You might be thinking, “No. I was not adopted. I was born into and raised by my birth family.” 

While that obviously may be true, biologically speaking, another fact is just as true of you if you are a 
Christian: You were adopted.

Let’s look at what the Word says in Galatians 4: “God sent forth his Son … so we might receive 
adoption as sons.” As faith is a gift, so is your adoption into God’s family. And just as when a child is 
adopted into a family, that child is not “almost” like a son or daughter but is in reality a full-fledged 
son or daughter—with all the rights of any son or daughter.

The adoption of a child, whether that child is a baby or a toddler or a teenager, is a beautiful 
thing. But it is also something that comes from brokenness and pain. After all, if there were no broken 
homes, or abusive or addicted parents, or parents who have died—for whatever reason—there would 
be no need for adoption. 

But there is a need. In fact, there is a great need! Right now, in the United States alone, there are 
approximately 122,000 children awaiting adoption. Many of these children are in the foster care 
system. While adoption is meant to give a child a Forever Family, foster care is often intended as 
a temporary solution to a family problem. Often the goal in foster care is to reunite families—and 
praise God when that turns out to be the best solution. The truth is, though, that in many cases 
adoption is the better plan.

Pray for more people to come forward to foster children. Pray for the adoption process to be 
thorough but manageable—and affordable. Pray that children of all ages are able to find a Forever 
Family. Pray that these children will come to know better their Savior, Jesus. When the time comes, 
be open to the possibility of adoption or foster care in your life. If adoption or foster care doesn’t 
work for you, find out how you or your church or community can help those families who do 
adopt or provide foster care. (You can learn more about adoption through resources available at 
lutheransforlife.org/life-issues/adoption.)

Rev. Dr. Scott Sailer once wrote, “Adoption fits beautifully with our theology. Adopting is grace. 
It is a metaphor for salvation … (Galatians 4:4-5). Adoption is Christian witness. Orphans are our 
neighbors … ‘Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their afflictions, and to keep oneself unstained from the world’” (James 1:27).

Remember, you are adopted—and blessed! 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:3-6).
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