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Speaking up For LifeLife Newsbytes
In Canada, where abortion remains le-
gal at any stage of pregnancy without 
restrictions, healthy babies are routinely 
killed in the third trimester for reasons 
as simple as changing one’s mind about 
parenthood. That’s according to under-
cover investigations and abortion clinic 
admissions revealed in recent years. A 
2023 undercover operation by pro-life 
advocate Alissa Golob, co-founder of 
the group RightNow, exposed what 
she described as a stark contradiction 
to claims that late-term abortions are 
reserved for dire medical emergencies. 
Posing as a pregnant woman seeking 
to end her third-trimester pregnancy, 
Golob visited abortion clinics in Mon-
treal, Toronto, Calgary, and Vancou-
ver. The resulting videos, edited from 
hour-long conversations, captured staff 
discussing options without requiring 
proof of fetal or maternal health risks. 
“You can tell the clinics anything, and 
they will accept it as a valid reason to 
abort a third-trimester viable baby,” 
Golob said in reflections on the investi-
gation … “But there doesn’t have to be 
a reason. It could just be, ‘I don’t want 
to be pregnant,’” said a Vancouver so-
cial worker … Later-term procedures, 
defined by the Abortion Rights Coali-
tion of Canada as after 20 weeks, persist 
without legal barriers. (Source/read more: 
www.lifenews.com/2025/11/24/healthy-
babies-are-killed-in-late-term-abortions-in-
canada-for-birth-control)
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“Do you ever doubt the love of God? 
Perhaps you are just ‘looking for 
love in all the wrong places,’ if you’ll 
pardon the expression. Don’t look to 
your own feelings and emotions, which 
can change with the wind, but look to 
Bethlehem and the manger. See God’s 
love in this: that His only begotten Son 
was sent to be humbled and to die for 
you. Understand that at Christmas, 
‘God so loved the world that He gave 
...’” Daily Devotion, Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Sister Lakes, Michigan

“If heaven had been our home, would 
we have wanted to enter a world of 
grief and pain, of evil and death? Yet 
enter it Jesus did to give us His home 
to be ours forever. So, He loved us in 
undeserved grace. And so will we sing 
in the heavenly Jerusalem a refrain 
like that of our choirs: Hail, thou ever 
blessed morn, Hail redemption’s happy 
dawn, Sing through all Jerusalem: 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ Alleluia.” 
Richard Gurgel, President, Martin Luther 
College, New Ulm, Minnesota
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2026 Lutherans For Life Essay Contest

Our 2026 LFL Essay Contest Theme: That They May Have Life

Our theme verse: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

The Lutherans For Life Council of Federation Presidents sponsors 
an essay contest each year for students in two grade categories: 
6-8 and 9-12.

•	 This contest is available for students in all states 
who attend a Lutheran school or a Lutheran church.

•	 State essay contests precede the national essay 
contest. State essay winners in the two grade 
categories will be entered into the national contest. 
Note: Individual state rules may vary slightly, so be 
sure to access those rules through the state links 
and listings below.

•	 Some states have LFL State Federations. If you 
are a student in a state without a federation, you 
can participate through the Non-Federation Essay 
Contest.

We look forward to students across the nation participating in 
our contest and letting their voices be heard through their life-
affirming essays!

Questions? Please contact Michele Hartshorn at mhartshorn@
lutheransforlife.org.

lutheransforlife.org/2026-lutherans-for-life-essay-contest

You can watch and learn more about our 2025 winners at the link above.
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