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According to a new Pew study released
this week, the percentage of adults
under the age of 50 who say they
probably won’t ever have kids has
skyrocketed in recent years, jumping
a whopping 10 points in the last half
decade alone. In 2023, the share of
adults ages 18 to 49 who say they’re
now “unlikely to ever have kids” stood
at a stunning 47 percent, up from 37
percent in 2018. In fact, the number of
people who say they probably won't
ever have children is practically even
with those who say it’s “likely” that they
will have kids one day (50%), which
begs the next logical question: Why are
so many adults saying it’s unlikely that
they’ll ever have kids? Is it the difficulty
of finding a partner with whom to
procreate? Is it the increasing expense of
.. well, everything? Nope. According
to the study, the most prevalent reason
given by childless adults for why they
probably won’t have kids is that they
simply “don’t want to.” In fact, a full
57% of those who say kids aren’t in
the cards say they just don't feel like
having children, while 44% admitted
they “want to focus on other things.”
Roughly 1 in 3 say they can’t afford to
raise a child, and 1 in 5 claim they just
“don’t really like children.” (Brittany
Hughes, LifeNews.com, 7/26/24: www.
lifenews.com/2024/07/26/half-of-american-
adult-say-theyre-unlikely-to-ever-have-
kids/

peaking up For Life
“‘Be as patient with others as you know
God is with you. In so doing, you will be
keeping your head in all circumstances’
(2 Timothy 4:5). You will find the resolve
to remain calm and patient, even though
ideologically you may become incensed.
Theologically, you know what it means
to be the object of perfect love. Let
Christ be your role model.” Rev. Robert
Fleischmann, Director of Christian Life
Resource

“In Jesus there is healing; there is
forgiveness. You, dear brother and sister
in Christ, need not fear His wrath. For
you, the words ‘Christ is risen” are good
words; they are the best words. They
are words so good they should not be
contained but shared with the world.
They are pure Gospel.” Rev. Dr. Jason
Broge, Guest Speaker on “The Lutheran
Hour”

“The rainbow is a reminder that God’s
grace will always preserve you and this
beautiful world in which you live until
He raises you and takes you to heavenly
glory. This is God’s amazing grace, and
His grace generates your life of genuine
gratitude.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, Redwood
Falls, Minnesota
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2024 Regional Conference Update
By Erika Peterson, Events Coordinator

a4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:4-5).

There is such hope in the Gospel message! With
three regional conferences taking place this fall—
under the theme Life Shines in Darkness—we’ll REGISTER TUDAY!
be able to draw near to folks across the nation to

share the Gospel of Life.

The first conference takes place on September 14 in the outskirts of Hartford,
Connecticut, in Bristol, at Immanuel Lutheran Church. Rev. Evan McClanahan,
author of our recently released biblical manhood resource, will present at all three
conferences, presenting on the same subject. Our very own Rev. Scott Licht will share
on the Gospel of Life among widows and orphans in India; our National Director
of Y4Life, Michelle Bauman, will present on raising life-affirming kids; and Rev.
Michael Salemink, our Executive Director, will also share the For Life message.

On October 12, at Hope Lutheran in Shawnee, Kansas, in the Kansas City Metro
area, we'll hear again from Rev. McClanahan.
As a complement to his presentation on
biblical manhood, Deaconess Rose Adle of
Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne
will present on Christian womanhood. Our
Director of Volunteer Relations, Virginia Flo,
will facilitate a panel with local Life Teams
sharing their inspiring work. And wrapping up
the conference, Rev. Dr. James Lamb, formerly
of LFL and Lutheran Family Service, will shed
light on Christian citizenshil}al, especially in light LlFE SHIN ES IN DARKN ESS
of this election year.

Finally, rounding out the conferences on November 9, we will be in Winter
Garden, Florida, just outside Orlando at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. In
addition to Rev. McClanahan and Rev. Licht presenting, we will also hear from the
founder and owner of Skoog Dementia Support, Teri Skoog, on caring for those with
dementia; and on the heels of our election day, author and current Vice President
of External and Government Relations at Focus on the Family, Tim Goeglein, will
share his thoughts on faith in the halls of power, exploring what is next for America
in the Pro-Life movement.

Wehope you will be able to join us at one or more of these conferences
to be encouraged and equipped to continue on your Gospel-motivated
For Life journey. For additional information on each conference, or to

register, visit lutheransforlife.org/conferences or snap a photo of the
QR code.

Special Note: Go to the conferences webpage to find out
about a free Conference for Life on Friday, October 11, in
Shawnee and about childcare at all three conferences.
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