Blessed
For
Life

Sanctity of Life Sunday • Lutherans For Life
1

Entrance Hymn: All You Works of God, Bless the Lord (LSB 930)
All you works of God, bless the Lord! All you angels now bless the Lord;
Come, you heavens and pow’rs that be, Praise the Lord and His majesty:
Refrain:
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, All you works of God, bless the Lord!
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, All you works of God, bless the Lord!
Sing, you sun and you moon above, Stars of heaven now sing His love;
Dew and showers, you winds that blow, Heat and fire, you ice and snow: Refrain
Frost of winter with song so cold, Dews of summer, your song unfold;
Light and darkness, you day and night, Clouds of thunder, you lightnings bright:
Refrain
Hills and mountains, now sing His worth, All you green things that grow on earth;
Seas and rivers, you springs and wells, Beasts and cattle, you birds and whales:
Refrain
Come, humanity, sing along, Sing, you people of God, a song;
Priests and servants, your Lord now bless, Join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refrain
Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart; All you humble, His praise impart;
D God the Father and Son adore, Bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution
P I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal me, for I have sinned against you!

Psalm 41:4

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
P His heart gathers iniquity; when he goes out, he tells it abroad.

Psalm 41:6

C We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
P Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted his heel
against me.
											
Psalm 41:9
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C We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves.
P They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him; he will not rise again from where
he lies.”
											
Psalm 41:8
C We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
P But you, O Lord, be gracious to me, and raise me up. 				

Psalm 41:10

C For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us.
P By this I know that you delight in me: my enemy will not shout in triumph over me.

Psalm 41:11

C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
P You have upheld me because of my integrity, and set me in your presence forever.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! 		

Psalm 41:12-13

C so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
Holy name. Amen.
P Blessed is the one who considers the poor. In the day of trouble the Lord delivers
him; the Lord protects him and keeps him alive. Almighty God in His mercy has
given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 			

Psalm 41:1-2

C Amen.

Hymn of Praise: O Bless the Lord, My Soul (LSB 814)
O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose favors are divine.
O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness And without praises die.
‘Tis He forgives thy sins; ‘Tis He relieves thy pain;
‘Tis He that heals thy sicknesses And makes thee young again.
He crowns thy life with love, When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell Hath sov’reign pow’r to save.
Hymn continues on next page.
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He fills the poor with good; He gives the suff’rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud And justice for th’oppressed.
His wondrous works and ways He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace by His belovèd Son.

Collect
P Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even
though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation, grant us steadfast
confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Genesis 1:26-31a – Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.”
And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Ephesians 1:3-10 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In
love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known
to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
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P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Acclamation: Blessed Jesus, at Your Word (LSB 904)
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love You solely.
All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.
Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises: Hear and bless our prayers and praises.
Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing Your praises yonder.
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
Matthew 5:1-12 – Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 		
satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 		
kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 		
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 		
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Creed
Sermon Hymn: God Moves in a Mysterious Way (LSB 765)
God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea And rides upon the storm.
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence Faith sees a smiling face.
His purposes will ripen fast, Unfolding ev’ry hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste, But sweet will be the flow’r.
Blind unbelief is sure to err And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter, And He will make it plain.
You fearful saints, fresh courage take; The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break In blessings on your head.

Sermon
Offering Hymn: We Give Thee But Thine Own (LSB 781)
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold,
And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled Are straying from the fold.
To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,
To tend the lone and fatherless, Is angels’ work below.
The captive to release, To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace, It is a Christ-like thing.
And we believe Thy Word, Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto Thee.
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Prayers
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
P Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Heavenly Father,
grant us all humility to recognize the sanctity of every human life You have created,
redeemed, and called as Your own precious treasure and to receive each neighbor as
gift and privilege. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Let us speak Your grace
and show Your forgiveness to any whose hearts have been broken by the abortion of
their own children or by participation in any other violence against the sanctity of
life, that they may turn to You in trust. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. By our witness and assistance,
deliver from death, deception, and despair those scheduled for abortion, those
awaiting adoption, those experiencing surprise pregnancy, those facing terminal
diagnosis, those considering suicide or euthanasia, and those endangering
embryonic human beings. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
In our time, in our land, and the world over, bring an end to abortion, embryocide,
physician-assisted suicide, and all pressures to use death as a solution to suffering.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Guide the minds and hands
of medical professionals to serve as instruments of Your saving and healing care
and to resist the temptation to hasten the end of any human life; and especially do
we implore Your visitation and intervention to relieve the afflictions of our brothers
and sisters, [names]. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Multiply unto us the
celebrations of body, family, and length of days that we rejoice with gratitude to
You for these undeserved and undivided delights; and especially do we praise Your
name for [birthdays and anniversaries among our number]. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Provide and
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preserve lawmakers and officials over us who safeguard the sanctity of every
human life in public policy and practice, and move us to support and encourage
them. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Open our ears and loosen our tongues to advocate for every
neighbor’s welfare with courage and compassion, and work calm and consensus
through our respectful dialogue and enthusiastic servanthood. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great. Cheer our spirits with forgiveness,
faith, and fellowship, until by repentance and resurrection we enter into everlasting
life before You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The service may continue with the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper according to local custom. Suggested distribution hymns:
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (LSB 621); “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made” (LSB 903); and “O Lord, We Praise
Thee” (LSB 617).

Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Recessional Hymn: I Leave All Things to God’s Direction (LSB 719)
I leave all things to God’s direction; He loves me both in joy and woe.
His will is good, sure His affection; His tender love is true, I know.
My fortress and my rock is He: What pleases God, that pleases me.
God knows what must be done to save me; His love for me will never cease.
Upon His hands He did engrave me With purest gold of loving grace.
His will supreme must ever be: What pleases God, that pleases me.
My God desires the soul’s salvation; My soul He, too, desires to save.
Therefore with Christian resignation All earthly troubles I will brave.
His will be done eternally: What pleases God, that pleases me.

Hymn continues on next page.
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My God has all things in His keeping; He is the ever faithful friend.
He gives me laughter after weeping, And all His ways in blessings end.
His love endures eternally: What pleases God, that pleases me.

Postlude
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D The congregation is encouraged to stand in honor of the Triune God.
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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