“From Invisible to Indispensable!”
Lutherans For Life’s - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday - January 24, 2021.
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	Resources?
WordWithoutWalls.com
Written archives, write in a question to be answered, and 
Podcasts, e.g.
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Publications to Support Ministry 
Michael Eschelbach, Ph.D, parish pastor, Concordia University professor
	AFRAID?

	[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51lvd1jctSL._SX385_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]
	“Apocalypse How?” provides a means for understanding the Revelation to St. John by way of translation. This manuscript approaches the text in four columns; the Greek text (for reference), the author’s translation of the Greek to present the text as an original reader would have seen it, the author’s translation of the text as the original reader would have understood it, and notes that explain the change from “as seen” to “as understood.” This text is not a commentary; rather it seeks to reduce the need for commentaries. 

	BEWILDERED?

	[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51kSfqqxSuL._SX376_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]
	“Answers to Questions about New Testament Texts.” This manuscript contains the author’s answers to questions collected from university students of his New Testament classes during 12 semesters of teaching. The text is arranged by book, chapter, and verse. This book is filled with a multitude of questions from simple to complex, from ordinary to profound. Unlike commentaries, this text confines itself to the biblical texts that inevitably generate questions that need answers. Biblical references and cross references are abundant.

	CONFLICTED?
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	This book is the product of more than thirty years of pre and post marriage counseling. It uses the Small Catechism as an outline for addressing the many and various aspects of relationships with biblical texts. It includes preliminary materials that seek to insure productive counseling for those considering marriage or those already married. 
There is a Workbook companion to help couples focus and reflect on this study.
The format and material of this book lends itself to individual study, youth groups, high school and college classrooms, and adult Bible studies.

	DOUBTFUL?
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	This book is a series of email correspondences. Distressed individuals wrote Dr. Eschelbach and he responded.  The individuals writing for help are four very different people—different ages, education, background, circumstances.  Yet they all are hurting and struggling with big questions in life—issues such as free will, doubts of salvation, the truth of the Bible, finding peace.  They all seek help by writing to a pastor and university professor named David, who, like the Psalmist, understands the full grace and forgiveness found in Christ.  Through this collection of letters—real, actual email communications (edited for clarity and anonymity)—David helps each questioner wrestle with issues and find scriptural-based solutions and comfort.  The writing is real, straight-forward, and addresses issues that both Christians and non-Christians constantly battle every day.
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From invisible to indispensable to disposed of?
What happened to the the value of life, family, and God?

1. Soon after creation, Adam was the first to replace God’s image and
design by turning everything upside down and backwards.

2. The corruption of Adam has made all human nature determined to
take life from others rather than give it; if we are opposed to God,
what other source of life is there? But this determination for
conquest still recognized and valued the family (even if for the
wrong reasons).

3. For the past 300 years the corruption of human nature has

intensified, turning not only against God but against one’s own
family.
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Vision, Value, Viability?

1. God gifts me to give

2. others are opportunity to LIVE

3. the more you give the more you have!

Vision, Value, Viability?

1. MY ability to take from others
2. “others” as threat/obstacle

3. from parents to pets?





image3.png
EGO-CENTRIC “RATIONALISTIC” MORALISM

666. “Tech ...”

5. Post-modern
4. Media

3. Darwin

2. Industrialism
1. Enlightenment

Starting around 1700’s, keep adding new worlds (red lines steeper) of
human invention;

“Enlightenment (man is smarter than God?),” Darwin, Freud, Media
(entertainment, sports) ...

with post-modernism add the reversal of pleasure following purpose ...
with computer tech add this inversion; kids are smarter than preceding
generations?
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. Where is God?
. Where does a person start and finis
. What is the goal?

. What does that goal depend on?

. What happens when you fall or fai

. Man as 1d?
. Man as mature or adult?

Who is closer to God? Draw horizontal lines; then suggest, Moses, Noah, Abraham ... they all got on board; then | asked why they
are thinking that way?
Who are God'’s people? Quadrants; upper left Gentile; upper right Jew; Lower left = penitent/honest about dependence;
lower right; impenitent/dishonest about.

r someone else falls on
you or fails you or gets in your wg?

. Make sense of any text or question or issue in this world?
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2 Corinthians 4:18 because we look not to the things that are seen but to
the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, but
the things that are unseen are eternal

children

GOD

. Where is God?

. Where does a person start and

finish?

3. What is the goal?
. What does that goal depend on?
5. What happens when you fall or fail

or someone else falls on you or fails
you or gets in your way?

. Man as 3d?
. Man as mature or adult?

. Make sense of any text or question

or issue in this world?
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