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News and Notes
 ● NEW RESOURCE: REAL LOVE REAL LIFE

From Real Love Real Life, a 30” x 
6” fold-out brochure: “Love. We think 
about it. We want it. We wonder when 
we’ll find it. We wonder IF we’ll find 
it …  God desires to give His people 
love, and one of the ways He provides 
the blessing of love is through 
marriage. But how do we know when 
we’ve found real love? … Interested 
in learning more about REAL LOVE? 
Read on, young lover!” 
Item LFL615-T. $0.50 ea.

 ● NEW RESOURCE: IS ABORTION AN ELECTION ISSUE? 2020 EDITION

Is Abortion an Election Issue? (2020 Edition) – So, Chris tells 
Jamie, “I just couldn’t cast a vote for someone who supports 
abortion.” And Jamie says, “You know, Chris, abortion’s not the 
only voting issue. Other things matter to elections and politics too. 
Seems kind of narrow-minded for you to fixate on just that one.” 
Have you ever heard a conversation like this? Have you ever had 
a conversation like this? Have you ever met someone like Chris or 
Jamie? Have you ever felt like Chris? Like Jamie? Is abortion an 
election issue? No and yes. No, abortion is never just an election 
issue. But yes, abortion is always at least an election issue. “Is 
Abortion an Election Issue?” outlines ten reasons why. 
Item LFL118T. $0.50 ea.
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News and Notes
 ● CHECK OUT THE WORD OF HOPE WEBSITE: www.word-of-hope.org

 ● Be sure to “Like” and follow LFL on social media! See links below:

www.facebook.com/LutheransForLife
twitter.com/ForLifers
www.instagram.com/lfly4life
www.facebook.com/groups/teampageLFL
www.facebook.com/WordOfHopeHealingHearts
Also see:
www.youtube.com/user/LutheransForLife
vimeo.com/user4132928

 ● Join our Facebook group for Life Chapters, Life 
Teams, and LMCs: www.facebook.com/groups/
teampageLFL. The group includes an idea exchange and 
is a place to connect with other Frontline volunteers. 

 ● LifeDate is a great way to share the For Life message 
with your congregation. Order LifeDate in bulk 
quantities at no charge. (Donations for shipping cost will 
gladly be accepted.) Call 888.364.LIFE (5433) to order.  

 ● Life News is available each month to download and 
print. Life News is a free monthly bulletin insert with 
life-issue news and more. Go to: www.lutheransforlife.
org/media/life-news.

 ● AmazonSmile – Shop at AmazonSmile, and Amazon 
will make a donation to Lutherans For Life! Check 
it out through the link on our Store page at www.
lutheransforlife.org and in our Life Notes e-newsletter. 

 ● Real Estate for Life – “It takes so little to do so much 
to save the life of a child.” Real Estate for Life makes 
it easy for you to help Lutherans For Life by using 
funds a real estate company has already earmarked for 
commission fees at no extra cost to you. Under real 
estate law, Real Estate for Life will receive a referral 
fee. Pro-life organizations will receive 100% of the 
profits of that fee as a donation. Find out how it works 
at lutheransforlife.org/real-estate-for-life, 877.543.3871, 
proliferealestate@yahoo.com. 

Lutherans For Life

https://www.facebook.com/groups/teampageLFL/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/teampageLFL/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-news
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-news
http://www.lutheransforlife.org
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mailto:proliferealestate%40yahoo.com?subject=
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When Death Comes before Birth: A Bible Study
Martin Luther wrote a special letter for parents who miscarried or suffered stillbirth. He wanted 
to comfort them as they “suffered such agony and heartbreak.” These tragedies still raise 
questions today about what comes of the babies’ souls. Their death happens before they can 
receive Baptism or perhaps even hear the Gospel. Christians have the same concerns about little 
ones who perish as embryos through experimentation or as fetuses in abortions. Much remains 
a mystery about God’s work in such circumstances, but the Word of the Lord does provide hope 
and consolation in Jesus Christ.

1. Read what Psalm 51:5, Romans 5:12, and Ezekiel 18:20 say about sinfulness. What has 
an innocent little baby done to deserve the threat of everlasting condemnation? 

2. Do Acts 4:12, Romans 10:17, and Mark 16:16 tell us anything about a special way of 
salvation exclusively for the unborn?

3. How do 1 Corinthians 12:3, Luke 1:44, Matthew 18:6, and Matthew 21:16 address 
whether these children can have faith or believe and trust in Jesus?

4. What feelings does the Heavenly Father have for them in Ezekiel 18:32, Luke 15:4, 1 
Timothy 2:3-4, and Numbers 14:31?

5. According to John 9:1-3 and Isaiah 53:5, how does Jesus respond to somebody who fears 
their child died because of God’s anger or punishment?

6. How does the condition of unborn children differ from the rest of us in Ephesians 2:1-3, 1 
John 2:2, Mark 10:14-15, and 1 Peter 2:2?

7. What encouragements do John 4:47-50, Matthew 15:25-28, James 5:16, and 2 Samuel 
12:23 give to these situations?

8. What words do John 11:35, Isaiah 55:8-9, 1 Corinthians 13:12, and Revelation 21:4 
provide for us to say to those who grieve children who die before birth?



September-October 2020

Directions • Lutherans For Life • Bible Study

From the LCMS – A Bible Study Series for COVID-19
(Source: blogs.lcms.org/2020/bible-study-series-for-covid-19)

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought many hardships, even 
to those in the church such as 
fear, guilt, financial strain, anger, 
exhaustion. As part of its Making 
Disciples for Life initiative, 
this Bible study series from The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
addresses these various trials in 
light of God’s Word and promises 
for us. Make use of these studies 
with your congregation or small group, or use them for individual study. Topics include:

Guilt and Fear
“Coping with Fear” by Rev. Lance O’Donnell
“Finding Balance and Perspective in the Ministry” by Rev. Dr. Tyler Arnold
“The Worker Is Worthy of His Hire” by Rev. Heath Curtis
“Serving Justified” by Rev. Sean Daenzer

Stress amd Resilience
“Church Workers and Father Confessors” by Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders
“Anger: A Biblical Perspective” by Rev. Dr. Steven Hokana
“Caring for Those with Depression” by Rev. Todd Peperkorn
“Compassion Fatigue: Serving Our Lord Faithfully without Burning Out” by Rev. Dr. Rick 
Marrs
“Leadership through Conflict” by Rev. Michael Moreno

General Topics
“Where Is My Church?” by Rev. Dr. Jamison Hardy
“Courage in a Time of Crisis” by Rev. Dr. Adam Koontz
“Making Critical Decision as a Congregation” by Rev. David Fleming

Looking Forward
“Ministry after Pandemic” by Rev. Dr. Steven Schave
“Witnessing after COVID-19: Ending the Isolation” by Rev. Dr. Mark Wood

To find more resources related to the pandemic, visit the ever-expanding Making Disciples for 
Life Internet Resource Center at makingdisciples.lcms.org.
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Looking Back at Our First Event: Baby Shower Benefit!
(Source: oclife.org/babyshowerbenefit)

Note: This idea and article comes to us from Orthodox Christians for Life.

On January 24, 2020, Orthodox Christians for Life hosted its first event: a Baby Shower Benefit. 
A fun way to kick off the Walk for Life weekend in San Francisco, the baby shower-themed party 
was attended by over 100 people, both Bay Area locals and visitors from Southern California 
who traveled north to attend the Walk for Life the following day.

The event served to introduce the community to Orthodox Christians for Life while supporting a 
great cause: helping pregnant women at risk for abortion to choose life. The price of admission 
was one baby item (though most guests brought several!), to be donated to Alpha Pregnancy 
Center, a nonprofit in the local area.

Attendees enjoyed games, raffle prizes, a taco bar, and a presentation about the work of Alpha 
Pregnancy Center by Pastor Jeff Mammen, a member of the center’s board of directors. He spoke 
about the difficult situations women face which drive them to abortion, and how surrounding 
them with love and support can help them make the choice for life.

Empowering Women to Choose Life
Like nearly 3,000 other pregnancy resource centers (PRCs) around the country, Alpha Pregnancy 
Center provides no-cost pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, options counseling, parenting education, 
and material resources such as baby items and diapers.

The generosity we witnessed that night was overwhelming! Our pile of donations grew higher 
throughout the evening, as attendees from near and far arrived eager to support pregnant women 
in need. We received hundreds of brand-new items for the PRC, from adorable baby outfits to 
diapers to toddler toys to a stroller.

Why a baby shower benefit?

Pregnancy resource centers across the country donate tens of millions of dollars each year in free 
goods and services to pregnant women at risk for abortion. They rely on the generosity of local 
churches and supporters to continue showing the love of Christ through free healthcare, material 
resources, and social/emotional support.

This event was meant to inspire! As the mission and ministry of Orthodox Christians for Life 
grows, we hope to see parishes around the country host similar events, or otherwise endeavor to 
raise awareness and support for the PRC in their local community.

Many thanks to Sharon Elizabeth Yocum for the photos from this event.
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Nothing New Under the Sun
by Dr. Barbara Lane Geistfeld, Regional Director of Texas

“What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new 
under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9 NIV)

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive 
crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle 
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign 
Lord is my strength.” (Habakkuk 3:17-19a NIV)
    
“… Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposi-
tion from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart … Therefore, strengthen 
your feeble arms and weak knees. ‘Make level paths for your feet,’ so that the lame may not 
be disabled, but rather healed.” (Hebrews 12:1-3, 12-13 NIV)

“I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13 NIV)

As we look at the wide world around us, indeed, there is nothing new under the sun. Though 
our unborn children are murdered by the millions; though people murder themselves in despair; 
though our neighbors are murdered and all that they have is taken; though our brothers and sis-
ters are bought and sold like cattle; though our elderly, our disabled, our weak, and our poor are 
ignored or persecuted or cheated; though male has been turned into female and female into male; 
though governments have become altogether corrupt, and dishonesty and lies are the rule of the 
land; though jobs and lives and hope have been lost through pandemics; though injustice rolls on 
like a river; yet, like Habakkuk, we will rejoice in the Lord; we will be joyful in God our Savior. 

As believers in Jesus, we have been called to live in a world we never expected to see and to 
speak against things we never expected to face. Persecution seemed to be aimed at someone else 
in some other nation at some other time, not here and now in our beloved America. It is very 
frightening to know that God has placed each of us here at this very moment  in time for His 
purpose: to be lights in the darkness, to be warriors in His battles, to be the hands and feet and 
voices that bring the good news of salvation to the whole lost world. He asks us to strengthen our 
feeble arms and weak knees, to open our mouths to the words He will give us, and to run the race 
to the finish line.  

We can do it! We can persevere. We can be bold. Not in our own strength, but as Paul says, so 
shall we also say, “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
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Sufficient Grace 
by Dr. Barbara Lane Geistfeld, LFL Regional Director of Texas

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)

“You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so 
you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” (James 4:2-3)

“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three 
times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is 
why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

I have followed Jesus for nearly 70 years. I cannot remember a time when He was not an integral 
part of my life; even when I wandered off, I did not venture far. I truly love Him. But, like Paul, 
I have carried thorns along the way. Paul makes it clear that Jesus intentionally did not remove 
his thorn, and I can certainly identify with that. I believe God made me like I am, on purpose, for 
His sake, for His glory. But behaviors, attitudes, and personality traits have plagued me for years; 
behaviors, attitudes, and traits that I have prayed for Him to remove over and over and over 
again. I have tried to “fix” these unwanted traits all my life, and just when I think I am doing well 
and conquering some of these ugly things, they burst out afresh. 

Why is that? Because one, I am a sinner living in grace. The inner, sinful me still has much 
power and can overcome my will if that is my only weapon. But secondly, and more importantly, 
I think Jesus allows these things in my life to make me depend on Him. To make me cling 
to Him as the healer and lover of my soul. We do not know what Paul’s thorn was, but I sure 
recognize mine…my natural, nasty self that I deplore. I believe all of us have thorns in our flesh; 
something that keeps us weak and totally dependent on Jesus. We may ask, seek, and knock, 
but His answer may still be “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.”

I pray that, like Paul, we can delight in our thorns “for Christ’s sake … for when I am weak, 
then I am strong.”
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Our Pastors Need Help
by Paul Tripp (paultripp.com)

I love the local church.

I love the worship, preaching, and community. 
I love our witness to the world and ministries 
of mercy. Most of all, I love the pastors and 
leaders of the local church.

I know the average pastor is overworked, 
understaffed, and underpaid. I know the 
spiritual burden of being a shepherd. I have 
walked that long road myself, so I have such 
appreciation for those who have chosen to live 
that life.

I am excited and optimistic about the local church, but I am also concerned. Why? Because 
the local church is experiencing a leadership crisis. For every celebrity pastor who exists in the 
spotlight, hundreds of unknown pastors have fallen privately in the shadows or become spiritual 
shells of who they once were.

Hundreds of conversations have convinced me of this: Behind a pastor’s failure is a weak and 
failed leadership community. We don’t have just a pastoral crisis; we have a leadership crisis.
Could it be that the way we have structured local church leadership, how leaders relate to one 
another, how we form a leader’s job description, and the everyday lifestyle of the leadership 
community may contribute to pastoral failure?

Ephesians 4:1–3 is a passage that should form every church leadership community: “I therefore, 
a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (ESV)

It’s impossible to do a detailed study in this limited context, so I want to suggest four 
characteristics of a healthy local church leadership community shaped by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Humility
Humble leaders love serving more than they crave leading. They own their inability rather than 
boasting in their ability. Humble leaders are always committed to listening and learning.
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Dependency
Dependent leaders acknowledge that every leader needs to be led, and every pastor needs to be 
pastored. If Christ is “the head of the body,” everyone else is just part of the body! (Colossians 
1:18). Biblical literacy, spiritual gifts, and ministry experience and success don’t exempt pastors 
and leaders from the essential sanctifying ministry of the body of Christ.

Inspection
Because of the blinding power of remaining sin, inspection is needed. Gospel-centered leaders 
invite people to step over the “normal” boundaries of standard leadership relationships and help 
them see things that they would not see on their own.

Protection
True biblical love doesn’t just accept you, bless you with patience, and greet your failures 
with forgiveness. Along with all these things, ministry leaders work to do everything they can 
to protect you from the weaknesses of heart that make you susceptible to temptation. If this 
protection is meant to be everyone’s experience in the body of Christ, should it not be present in 
the core leadership community, too?

The Bible teaches us that lasting change of heart always takes place in the context of a 
relationship, first with God and then with God’s people. Over and over again, I am saddened 
that the ministry leaders I know lack the rich gospel community that is required for them to be 
spiritually healthy and to enjoy longevity.

Could it be that many of our local church leadership communities don’t actually function like 
biblical communities? Could it be that as we have become enamored with corporate models of 
leadership, we have lost sight of deeper gospel insights and values?

How many failed pastors and hurting churches will there have to be before we ask these tough 
questions about how we are leading the church that the Savior has entrusted into our care?

Directions • Lutherans For Life • Leadership
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The Christian’s Professional Development
by Ross Kok
(Source: Lutheran Spokesman, August 2020; lutheranspokesman.org/2020/08/01/the-christians-
professional-development)

Teachers get a great deal of mail for professional development opportunities. I’m sure other 
professions do, too. Books, seminars, and subscription services all make their case for offering 
essential knowledge. Continued learning opportunities are an important part of doing a job 
well, but the decision must be made whether each opportunity is worth the time and money that 
it costs. Thankfully, we don’t have to make any financial decisions or calculate the return on 
investment when it comes to the worship of our Savior.

Just as professional development is an important part of a career, worship is an important part of 
our faith life. We need to feed our faith the Bread of Life so that it thrives and grows. Our sinful 
nature would have it otherwise. It’s all too easy to let our faith waste away from negligence and 
unconcern. But spending time with God’s Word is more than an opportunity; it’s a need. Isaiah 
compares God’s Word to a force of nature that will bring change: “For as the rain comes down, 
and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word 
be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 
what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11)
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Chapters 12-15 of Romans provide guidance for Christian living. In the beginning of chapter 12, 
Paul calls Christian living our “reasonable service.” A careful and honest analysis of our lives 
paints a bleak picture in comparison to God’s expectations. Romans 12:14 says, “Bless those 
who persecute you; bless and do not curse,” yet we often fail to show love even to our fellow 
Christians. Romans 13:1 begins, “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities,” yet 
we complain about and disobey governments that are far less unjust and oppressive than was the 
Roman Empire.

Thankfully, Christian worship isn’t about what we can do for God.

Yes, we are called to be servants of the Almighty, but we are not slaves in the service of a 
spiteful master. Christ loves us as He commands us to love one another and has freed us from 
the slavery of sin. Christian worship is not about tallying up some good works or setting a good 
example for the next generation. Nor is it a comfortable routine that we practice on Sunday 
mornings. Christian worship allows us to spend time in God’s Word. It is His invitation to drink 
from a fountain that never stops flowing. God spiritually revives, builds, and nourishes us in our 
worship. The Christian life is a natural response of thanksgiving to God’s boundless mercy.

Christian worship is so much more than weekly church attendance. The Apostle Paul described 
an entire life filled with worship, as he said to the Philippians, “For to me, to live is Christ.” 
(1:21). Spending time with God’s Word is not a sacrifice that we make, but rather a necessary 
component of a living faith. The ability to read God’s actual words and the invitation to speak to 
God personally in prayer are immeasurable gifts. We may not always feel like attending church 
or opening our Bible, but God promises that the Word will benefit us. No earthly professional 
development course can guarantee that!

Ross Kok is a teacher at Holy Cross Lutheran School in Phoenix, Arizona.

Directions • Lutherans For Life • Leadership
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From Invisible to 
Indispensable! 

“On the contrary, the parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable …” 

(1 Corinthians 12:22)

Life Sunday 2021 – Watch for More Info in October!
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LAMBs – Lutherans Assembling Mercy Blankets
Although our world might tell us otherwise, children are truly a blessing. Lutherans For Life 
would like to celebrate children—especially those families with a lot of them! Through the 
skillfulness of some LFLers in Ohio and elsewhere, along with the Miami Valley Life Chapter, a 
project called “LAMBs” (Lutherans Assembling Mercy Blankets) was established. 

We would like to celebrate families that are awaiting the birth of their fourth or more child 
by gifting them with a homemade blanket. Do you know such a family in your Lutheran 
church? If so, please contact Rev. Jeff Duncan, our mission and ministry director, at jduncan@
lutheransforlife.org so that he can arrange for this gift to be sent to them. (Alternatively, you can 
fill out the form below and send it to Angela Jones of the Miami Valley Life Chapter.)

Thank you for helping us care for your neighbor in this way! 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward” (Psalm 127:3).

LAMBs – Lutherans Assembling Mercy Blankets
Do you know a family in your congregation who is having its fourth or more child? Wouldn’t it be 
nice to gift them with a homemade blanket in celebration of this new life? Simply by filling out 
this form, Lutherans For Life, the Miami Valley Life Chapter, and other Lutherans from the state 
of Ohio will ensure that a blanket made with love will be sent directly to this expectant mother 
anywhere within the continental United States. There are no strings attached. As the Body of 
Christ, we want to use this as an opportunity to share the mercy that our Savior Jesus Christ 
first showed us on the cross.

Your Name: ________________________________________________________________

Your Congregation: __________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________

Mother’s & Father’s Names: ___________________________________________________

Baby’s Gender: Boy ___ Girl ___

Mother’s Address: ___________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________

Please send completed forms to: Angela Jones/Miami Valley Life Chapter
    7163 Pugliese Place     
    Dayton, OH 45415-1207

“He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms” (Isaiah 40:11a).
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Lutherans For Life • Life Team Tools Order Form 2020
NOTE: LIFE TEAM TOOLS ARE AVAILABLE ONLY FROM THE LFL NATIONAL OFFICE. 

Lutherans For Life • 1101 5th Street • Nevada, IA 50201-1816 • 888.364.LIFE (5433)

Name ____________________________________
Title _____________________________________
Address __________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________
Daytime phone_____________________________
Email ____________________________________

Ship to (if different): 
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________
Telephone _________________________________

LFL Business Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. CST/CDT. Hours 
subject to staff availability. 
Are you purchasing this for a church? Please list name and address:
_________________________________________________________

ITEM # QTY. DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL

LTT1DVD Life Team Tool 1 DVD $10

LTT2DVD Life Team Tool 2 DVD $10

LTT3DVD Life Team Tool 3 DVD $10

LTT4DVD Life Team Tool 4 DVD $10

LTT1FM Life Team Tool 1 Field Manual $10

LTT2FM Life Team Tool 2 Field Manual $10

LTT3FM Life Team Tool 3 Field Manual $10

LTTBN LIFE TEAM TOOL BUNDLE (Includes tools 1-4 and field manuals) $30

TOTAL

SHIPPING $15
GRAND TOTAL

Amount $  _____________________

Credit Card # ___________________

Exp. Date _____ Phone ____________

Signature _____________________  
Month / Year

You may also purchase Life Team Tools 
by credit card by calling 888.364.LIFE 
(5433). 

                

IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD:
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Owen’s Mission

Horton the elephant was right! The Bible agrees! In fact, the Bible says 
more: A person’s a person created by God (Psalm 139:13-14), a person 

redeemed by Jesus (Galatians 3:13), and a person the Holy Spirit wants to 
call to be His child (1 Timothy 2:4), no matter how small!

Owen’s Mission is a very special project of 
Lutherans For Life. The goal of this project is to 

honor Jesus by presenting a set of Touch of Life fetal models to every 
Lutheran elementary and high school in the country. We want students 
to understand the God-given value of each life from the moment of 
conception. We want students to be motivated by what God has done 
as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier that gives value to life. We 
want students to value themselves and to value others as persons 
because of this God-given value.

Where did Owen’s Mission come from? From a very small and special 
baby named Owen. Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb, former executive director of 
Lutherans For Life, shares his story:

“I held my little grandson Owen in the palm of my hand. He died at 
21 weeks during prenatal surgery to remove a large tumor. The nurse 
brought him to our son as we waited in the recovery room for Owen’s 
mother. I find it difficult to describe what I felt when I was able to hold 
him. I had held the 20-week Touch of Life fetal model in my hands hundreds of times in 
front of students from preschoolers to seminarians. Holding Owen revived in me the 
reality behind those models. I will never hold them in the same way again.” 

As Owen’s grandpa, Dr. Lamb wanted to do something special to remember Owen, honor 
Jesus, and help others understand the value God gives to even the smallest of lives. With the 
help of Owen’s family, Owen’s Mission was born. We are training facilitators to present these 
fetal model sets along with a DVD message from Dr. Lamb.

You can support Owen’s Mission by encouraging your Lutheran elementary or high 
school to have an Owen’s Mission presentation! Call 888.364.LIFE (5433) or email info@
lutheransforlife.org.

mailto:info%40lutheransforlife.org?subject=
mailto:info%40lutheransforlife.org?subject=
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Speakers Bureau  
Do you need a speaker? Lutherans For Life will work with you to help meet your needs for a 
speaker at a rally, convention, Bible study, worship service, public or parochial school, college/
university, or workshop/seminar. A variety of formats are available. 

General speaker guidelines (may vary by individual):

 ● Airfare/Mileage: Actual airfare and/or current standard IRS mileage rate to airport 
or event. 

 ● Lodging: Quiet, nonsmoking hotel room. 
 ● Honorarium: Affiliated speakers for Lutherans For Life are not in a paid position. 

Therefore, we ask that sponsoring groups provide an honorarium for affiliated 
speakers. The sponsoring group determines the amount of the honorarium. 
Honorariums depend on number of events. Honorariums begin at $200. 

 ● Meals: $25 per day unless other arrangements are made. 
 ● Other: A lectern will be needed. A TV, video projector, DVD player, and screen 

may be needed. 

Speakers:
Jean Amundson (nationwide – based in Cleburne, Texas) 
Linda D. Bartlett (nationwide – based in Iowa Falls, Iowa)
Rev. Paul M. Clark (nationwide – based in Fowler, Michigan) 
Connie Davis (nationwide – based in Macomb, Michigan) 
John Eidsmoe (nationwide – based in Pike Road, Alabama) 
Kim Hardy (nationwide – based in Grand Haven, Michigan) 
Kristi Hofferber (nationwide - based in Bethalto, Illinois)
Kimberly Ketola (nationwide – based in Peachtree City, Georgia)
Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb (nationwide and Canada – based in Marshalltown, Iowa) 
Sheila Luck (nationwide – based in Scandinavia, Wisconsin) 
Marie K. MacPherson (Minnesota and border states – based in Mankato, Minnesota)
Ryan C. MacPherson (nationwide – based in Mankato, Minnesota) 
Allen Quist (within Minnesota and Iowa – based in St. Peter, Minnesota)
Rev. Michael W. Salemink (nationwide and Canada – based in St. Louis, Missouri) 
Andrew Schatkin (nationwide – based in the New York/Long Island area)
Rev. Caleb Schewe (nationwide – based in Monticello, Iowa)
Alvin J. Schmidt (nationwide and in Canada – based in St. Louis, Missouri) 
Carl F. Schroeder (nationwide – based in Lombard, Illinois) 
Diane E. Schroeder (nationwide – based in Lombard, Illinois) 
Patti Smith (nationwide – based in Huntington Beach, California) 
Francis W. Szarejko (nationwide – based in the Kansas City, Missouri, area) 
Ed Szeto (nationwide – based in Virginia) 
Rev. Luke Timm (nationwide – based in Des Moines, Iowa) 
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Speaking Engagement Report Form
We appreciate the many hours our faithful Frontline workers contribute to sharing the For Life 
message. If you or your State Federation/Life Chapter have the opportunity to speak on life 
issues in your community, please let us know! This information will help us as we look at our 
strategic plan and determine the resources that are most needed to help you carry forth your 
mission For Life! Please return to the national office or email info@lutheransforlife.org.

Speaking Engagement Report Form
Speaker’s Name:

Location:

Date:

Topic of Presentation:

Audience presented to 
(teens, adults, children, 
etc.):

Number of people in 
attendance: 

Resources used at 
presentation (DVD, 
brochures, articles, etc.):
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National Lutherans For Life Staff
Rev. Michael W. Salemink – Executive  

Director of Mission and Ministry
Rev. Scott Licht – Executive Director of 

Finance and Operations
Lowell J. Highby – Director of 

Communications
Rev. Jeff Duncan – Mission and Ministry 

Director
Michelle Bauman – Director of Y4Life 
Jerilyn Richard – Data Analyst  
Kim Nessa – Accountant 
Jan Nessa – Office Clerk
Katie Friedrich – Office Assistant
Deaconess Chrissie Gillet, PsyD – 

Director of Word of Hope 

National LFL Board of Directors
Lynette Auch, President – Lesterville, South 

Dakota
Stephenie Hovland, Vice President – Portage, 

Wisconsin
Sheila Page, DO, Secretary – Aledo, Texas
Ronald L. Soule, Treasurer – Mason, 

Michigan
Diane Albers, State Representative – 

St. Louis, Missouri
Rev. Chris Brademeyer, State Representative – 

Oakes, North Dakota
Bethany Campbell – Fort Wayne, Indiana
Rev. Dr. Dennis Di Mauro – Herndon, Virginia
Col. John Eidsmoe – Pike Road, Alabama
Rev. Everette Greene – Cincinnati, Ohio
Hilary Haak – St. Louis, Missouri
Donna Harrison, MD – Eau Claire, Michigan
Kristi Hofferber – Hoffman, Illinois
Diana Vaughn – Ponca City, Oklahoma
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Regional Directors
Dr. Barb Geistfeld, Texas – Spring Branch
Virginia Flo, Minnesota – Eagan  
Virginia also serves as national conference director.

State Federation Presidents
Rev. David Bottorff, Illinois – Bourbonnais
Katie Willman, Indiana – Marion
Rev. Richard Salcido, Iowa – Ida Grove
Jeanne Mackay, Kansas – Lenexa
Rev. Paul Clark, Michigan – Fowler
Diane Albers, Missouri – St. Louis
Berniece Stulc, Montana – Belgrade
Bob Saeger, Nebraska – Waco
Rev. Chris Brademeyer, North Dakota – 

Oakes
Kimberlea Lessman, South Dakota – 

Plankinton
Rev. Doug Reinders, Wisconsin – Fremont

Lutherans For Life 
1101 5th Street
Nevada, IA 50201-1816
info@lutheransforlife.org
lutheransforlife.org
888.364.LIFE (5433) or 515.382.2077

LFL Business Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. CDT. 
Hours subject to staff availability. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright© 
1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NASB) taken from the New American 
Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org). Scripture 
marked (NKJV) taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Since Roe v. Wade in 1973: 61,628,584 abortions in America
Source: www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/2020/07/abortion-statistics-united-states-data-and-trends-4

mailto:info%40lutheransforlife.org?subject=
http://www.lutheransforlife.org
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The Basics of Lutherans For Life 

Our Mission: Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-
motivated voices For Life

Our Vision: Every Lutheran congregation upholding 
the God-given value of human life and influencing 
society to do the same 

Structure and Relationships
A local Life Chapter is a local organization that 
has been chartered by National Lutherans For Life. 
The Life Chapter is formally associated with and 
subject to, but not a part of, the corporation known as 
Lutherans For Life, Inc.

A State Federation is an organization that has been 
chartered by Lutherans For Life, Inc., in a state 
where there are at least five chartered Life Chapters. 
In a state where a State Federation exists, the Life 
Chapters also become affiliated with the State 
Federation. This occurs automatically at the same 
time a Life Chapter becomes chartered by Lutherans 
For Life, Inc. These relationships are basically the 
same whether or not the Life Chapter is incorporated. 
Thus, Lutherans For Life consists of a network of 
individual entities formally associated with each 
other.

Membership Information
All officers of State Federations and Life Chapters 
and Life Ministry Coordinators must be members 
in good standing of Lutheran congregations and 
members of National Lutherans For Life.

Membership contributions are divided among the 
national organization, State Federation, and local 
Life Chapter if it is chartered.

Life Chapters that wish to include a membership 
form in newsletters or correspondence are asked to 
maintain the form and information provided by the 
national office. 

The local Life Chapter may not establish its own 
membership program since LFL has a “unified 
membership” program. When sending a membership 
form to the national office, make sure the Life 
Chapter name and number, if chartered, is written on 
the form in the space provided. This will ensure that 
the State Federation and local Life Chapter receive 
the proper remittance payment. 

Membership Classifications
 

Annual Membership

 ● Annual members join by making a membership 
donation accompanied by a completed copy of 
the membership form (or by joining online).  

Sponsor Membership

 ● Sponsor members pledge to contribute a certain 
amount each month and to pray regularly for 
Lutherans For Life.

 ● Sponsor members receive a monthly letter from 
the executive director.

 ● Sponsor members are asked to renew their 
monthly pledge each year as part of the annual 
membership drive. 

The Remittance Program of LFL
All MEMBERSHIP donations are shared with the 
chartered State Federation and/or local Life Chapter 
to which the particular members may belong. The 
membership donations are divided as follows:

Annual Memberships:

 ● 20% goes to the local Life Chapter (If there is 
no local Life Chapter, this 20% goes to the State 
Federation.)

 ● 20% goes to the State Federation
 ● 60% remains at national

Sponsor Memberships:

 ● 1/12 goes to the local Life Chapter (If there is 
no local Life Chapter, this 1/12 goes to the State 
Federation.)

 ● 1/12 goes to the State Federation
 ● 10/12 remains at national


