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'Demolishing the church, building the congrega-
tion' is our motto, our action plan. Two very excit-
ing and very challenging tasks, not least of all
when tackled together. Two tasks we, on our
own, can never hope to achieve. Who are 'we'?
The people of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
with our varying backgrounds, range of gifts and
talents, range of weaknesses – all of us are sin-
ners and all of us are saved! We are the people
of God but most importantly Jesus is the head of
this ‘body of Christ’ (Colossians 1:18; Romans
12:5).
The stones of the old church building have to
come down before the roof falls in on them and
we need to maintain our worship area in the hall.
This is a rather stressful project and, being
human, we get frustrated, impatient and worried
over the church – where we really come for
peace! And before you know it, you leave church
on a Sunday having spent more thought about
the building than its purpose. And what is the pur-
pose of the congregation it houses? 
They devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer (Acts
2:42). Therefore, as you
received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and
established in the faith, just
as you were taught, abound-
ing in thanksgiving (Coloss-
ians 2:6,7). And let us con-
sider how we may spur one
another on toward love and
good deeds (Hebrews 10:
24). And we urge you, broth-
ers and sisters, warn those
who are idle and disruptive,
encourage the disheartened,
help the weak, be patient

with everyone (1 Thessalonians 5:14). 
Worship, growing in Christ, service, love.
We are so blessed and have so many reasons
for thankfulness! We have faithful pastors who
shepherd our flock. We are encouraged by each
other – a stable core of regular worshippers and
frequent visitors. Christ comes to us in Word and
Sacrament and goes with us into our daily lives.
And we know we all live out of Jesus' forgiveness
and can love and forgive each other because of
it. So we know we can tackle a building project
together because the inevitable pitfalls are
bridged with the strength, love and forgiveness
Christ gives us freely. And we can build a congre-
gation – or is somebody else doing that for us?
As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected
by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him – you also, like living stones, are being built
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God

through Jesus Christ (1
Peter 2:4,5). In him [Jesus]
the whole building is joined
together and rises to become
a holy temple in the Lord.
And in him you too are being
built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives
by his Spirit (Ephesians 2:
21,22).
We may demolish and build
buildings but it is the Holy
Spirit who builds the Church!
May we all come to the Lord
of the Church, where He
comes to meet us in His
Word and Sacraments. He
lives among and in us! He is
building His church – we are
His living stones.

Devotion
Dorothea Sutherland
Good Shepherd,

Coventry

LivingLiving
StonesStones
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I now have two permanent part-
time positions. In one vocation I
give people the good news of
Jesus Christ, my Lord and my
God. In another vocation I serve
fish and chips! Sometimes people
recognise me as the local pastor
and so, at times, I am also known
to give ‘God ‘n’ chips’. Occasionally
you might even receive a ‘piece of
cod that surpasses all understand-
ing’!

Even though it has been pointed out to me that I probably got
the wrong end of the stick in becoming a ‘fisher of men’, my
dual roles have given me food for thought. The situation isn’t
what anyone would regard as ideal for a pastor yet it offers
new insights and even opportunities to consider.
There are unexpected conveniences with this arrangement.
The congregation needs not worry so much about finances and
feels more secure financially. They can still have a pastor who
can make himself available when necessary. Hours can be
flexible in either vocation. Here in Fairwater, my other work
place is in walking distance – literally ‘on the green’ so they say
– and so it can take a full 1 to 3 minutes to get to work
(depending on the traffic lights)!
Then there are the opportunity moments. At the end of one of
my shifts, I was able bring some fish and chips over to all the
hard workers who had volunteered to give the church a good
spring clean this year (compliments of the Fish Bar). When
they saw me coming they said, ‘Here comes the Friar!’. Also
when the shop is legally
required to throw away
what they don’t sell, I am
still allowed to take a lot of
it home and this literally
halves my grocery bill for
the week!
Nevertheless, two employ-
ers are not ideal and so
there come decisions
about juggling my time.
Visiting members near
and further away and jug-
gling the pressures that
come with some seasons
of the church year result

God ‘n’ ChipsGod ‘n’ Chips

in me deciding what is urgent – even
as all things are important. As part of
economising – and because of the
availability of public transport in
Cardiff – I have also got rid of my car
– and this also makes for some
readjustments in my parish work.
I also have a more limited contact
with the ELCE and attending confer-
ences. Pastors are not just ‘local’ but
‘synodical’ and it remains important
to be aware of both aspects of the
ministry.
So I do pray: God grant me the
serenity to accept the things I cannot
change, courage to change the
things I can, and wisdom to know the
difference (The Serenity Prayer). 
We all face time pressures and calls
for our attention, commitment, and
resources. My situation might be
unique in the ELCE at the moment
(other pastors have done this in the
past) but I can appreciate perhaps a
little more the struggles people have
with part-time employment and com-
peting interests. Thank God that he
is with us in all our situations and he
does guide us that we can serve him
wherever we are! 

Pastor Gordon Naumann – 
there’s no chip on his shoulder!
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LATEST NEWSLATEST NEWS
LRUK has just received another donation
of $10,000 from the US via Brent Smith,
LCMS Director for Eurasia and our faithful
supporters and listeners. Thanks be to

God for pro-
viding the nec-
essary means
for His work. 

Plans are
afoot for LRUK
Manager,
Pastor Jaime
Kriger, to visit

the US after Easter to promote LRUK.

LRUK’s audience continues to grow steadi-
ly. Growth observed last year was 10.34%
on average per quarter. At September there
was an estimated 12,000 listeners in 120
countries. The LRUK website had 56,000
registered hits (this doesn’t include listen-
ers to podcasts).

Kansas Nebraska Good News Radio
(KNGN), a Lutheran radio station in the US,
is broadcasting two programs produced by
LRUK – Cross Encounters (with Pastor Jon
Ehlers) and Straight Answers to Awkward
Questions (with Pastor George Samiec).

Faith that Functions: An in depth look at
God's Word. Each week Pastor Gordon
Naumann delves into the richness of its
meaning. What it meant for the audience of
the time; who Jesus was speaking to; and
what it means for us today. Because Jesus is
still speaking to us through Scripture and in
ways that show us where we have gone
wrong but he doesn't leave us hanging in
despair. He swiftly brings us the good news
of the Gospel. Wednesdays at 3am, 11am,
3pm and 9pm (GMT).

Sunday Cantata: A series combining profound
Lutheran spirituality with exquisite music.
Pastor Tapani Simojoki introduces a cantata
written by Bach for each Sunday of the
church year. Sundays at 3am, 11am, 3pm and
9pm (GMT). This is our most recent pro-
gramme. The cantatas of J S Bach form one
of the most impressive musical achievements
in the history of Western music. Over a period
of several years, Bach wrote a new cantata
every week to adorn the worship of St
Thomas church in Leipzig and producing
some of the world's greatest church music.



When I was asked to
assist with recording
the book of ‘Romans’
for Lutheran Radio UK
I was a bit unsure. I
don't actually like the
sound of my own voice
on any recordings and
thought that my West-
country accent would

not be suitable. Pastor Bessel did not agree! So I
am happy to proceed as I realise that the main
concern is really getting the message out! – David
Northcott (Love Letters ... from God to his People)
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It has been really helpful to be in conver-
sation with Grace about the book of
Revelation. A real person rather than a
microphone is much easier to relate to. –
Pastor Reg Quirk (Conversations with
Grace)

Behind the microphoneBehind the microphone
Many of the presenters on LRUK have never been close to a microphone before. 

Here some share their experience.

The internet is a powerful tool. I enjoyed
taking part in the recordings sessions
because I know there is a vast audience
out there who would probably never have
had heard God's Word proclaimed before
and Lutheran Radio UK will be invaluable
in this respect.  Also, it helped and
strengthened me at the same time,
reminding me of how Christ commanded
all believers to go out and spread his
'Good News.' It was an honour to take
part in its production. – Les Marsden
(Love Letters ... from God to his People)

Les Marsden                       Arno Bessel                        David Northcott

The Lord’s Prayer: A series of 8 episodes on
Christianity’s universal prayer. Pastor Kurt
Van Fossan puts the Lord's Prayer under
scrutiny and reminds us of what it means to
address God as our Father, how relevant its
petitions are and their implications in the daily
lives of the believers. Tuesdays at 3am, 11am,
3pm and 9pm (GMT) 

Lutheran Radio UK ... 
All about Christ and
to all God’s children

Reg Quirk           Grace Williams
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In July my family and I took a week off and
we flew to Malta. The Mediterranean land-
scape was great and the heat was intense
(so much so that despite all the Factor 50 sun
cream I still got some serious sunburns!). 
We took a boat to track the Apostle Paul’s
disastrous arrival in Malta. Sailing – under
much better conditions than he did – the
same stretch of the Mediterranean Sea
across which Paul was impelled by a tempes-
tuous wind called the northeaster (Acts
27:14), we passed St Paul’s islet. This is an
uninhabited rock a mile or so away from the
mainland and where a memorial marks the
place where it is believed the ship ran
aground (Acts 27:40).

Paul and another 275 people with him had to swim to
shore (Acts 27:39) and landed in what today is known
as St Paul’s Bay. Once there, the locals lit a bonfire
so that they could warn themselves up and where a
viper fastened on Paul’s hand (Acts 28:1-3). The
Chapel of St Paul’s shipwreck has built on the place
traditionally associated with these events. Plaques of
marble placed around the outer walls of the chapel
bear parts of the narrative from Acts 27 and 28 in sev-
eral languages. The chapel is a bit of a hidden gem

Musings from MaltaMusings from Malta
Pastor Jaime Kriger

St Paul’s Bay today
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and claims to possess one of Paul’s wrist
bones and part of the stone on which he was
beheaded. These are said to have been
brought to Malta by the Crusaders. However
presumptuous the claim, we were unable to
see the inside and were told that the chapel is
only open one day a year for the national holi-
day of St Paul patron saint of Malta in
February.
Then we went to St Paul’s grotto in Rabat
where (according to tradition) he was held cap-
tive, converted Publius, healed his father (Acts
28:7-11) and celebrated Holy Communion.

Next we went to see St Paul’s catacombs.
Before Paul – we were told – the locals were
cremated as per their pagan rituals. After Paul,
the newly converted began to bury their dead
by digging tombs in the same rock where the
Apostle was held captive. This is an intricate underground labyrinth of tombs with stones to seal the
top or the side of the tombs. Some seal stones still bear inscriptions that can be seen and one in par-
ticular drew my attention. It had engravings of surgical instruments indicating that a physician had
been buried there. This is also an allusion to an occupation that became a vocation of the monastic 
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orders that established them-
selves on the island later and fol-
lowing the Evangelist Luke’s
presence and work there with
Paul. 
The half circle fellowship tables
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cut into the rock reveal a beautiful
and forgotten tradition. These tables
were meant to celebrate Holy
Communion at funerals. This was a
statement of belief that the soul that
once dwelled in the body being put
to rest partakes in the same body of
Christ that those who gather around
the Lord’s Supper receive. Those
who remain make half of the people
at the table whereas those who
have departed make the other half.
Both are in the presence of Christ.
Those on earth see him as in a mir-
ror, dimly but those who have died
in Christ see him face to face (1 Cor
13:12). Thus communion with Christ
and one another remains unto eter-

nal life as the pastor proclaims just before Jesus’ own words of institution in the Service of Sacrament,
saying, ‘Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify
Your glorious Name, evermore praising you and saying…’ and to which the congregation responds
‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of your glory…’ .
Then we went to Mdina where
St Paul’s Cathedral is guarded
by cannons and next to it is the
‘Palace of the Bishop’.
Pretentious? If you visit its
museum you may understand
why. Locked in one of the dis-
plays is a bull issued by Pope
Leo X (the same who excommu-
nicated Luther) granting – upon
request – the Bishop and espe-
cially his family, the perpetual

right to have only Maltese people ‘enjoying the
benefits’ of the episcopacy on the Island. The
justification according to the Pope’s bull is that
they’d always fought hard and unwaveringly
against ‘those infidel Moors from North Africa’ so
they ‘deserved it’. This would guarantee the
Maltese episcopacy’s support to the Papacy
especially during the inquisition when they again,
ruthlessly, tried to purge the Reformation threat.
Unfortunately we weren’t allowed to take pictures
in the Museum.
Some of the equipment used for torture and pub-
lic shame used during the Inquisition can be
seen on display at the local dungeons. It sure
wasn’t good to be a Lutheran back then in Malta.
Under persecution and feeling like an outcast
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public shame would have been
the least of you concerns for con-
fessing salvation by grace
through faith in Christ alone. But
remember, It sure wasn’t the
nicest of experiences for Paul
who because of his faith was
being escorted to appear before
Caesar in Rome, got blown half
way across the Mediterranean,
starved for 2 weeks and then
shipwrecked against solid rock,
had to swim to the bay, had a
viper fasten on his hand as he
tried to warm himself up, was
looked down on because of that, remained in captivity there for 3 months and yet brought Christianity
to a rather inhospitable place. If you remove all the resorts and tourist facilities what is left is almost
pure rock – just dust, very little vegetation, and scorching heat in the summer and gusty winds in the
winter.
Paul was shipwrecked against a rock to which all passengers where brought alive after facing a tem-
pestuous sea. Paul knew that Jesus was with him all the time. No matter what the weather, place or
people, Paul was standing on the firm Rock of his salvation – also our Corner Stone – who comes to
us also when we are battered by rejection, persecution and all the changes and chances of this life
saying: ‘Do not fear! It is I! And I am with you always to the end of the age’ … just as he promised.

TheThe
Olympics ... Olympics ... 

from the insidefrom the inside
Preparing for the London 2012 Olympic Games for me
didn’t quite parallel the athletes’ intense and demanding
training journey (although it was a bit of a long-winded
process!). I remember hearing about the volunteering
programme sometime in September 2010 and my deci-
sion to apply was immediate. Who wants to let an
opportunity of a life-time like that go? 
After a series of interviews, extensive training in the
duties of protocol services and going into unfamiliar
parts of London to collect my super-distinctive uniform I
was finally ready to be a ‘Games Maker’ volunteer. I
was one of the 70,000 LOCOG (London Organizing
Committee of the Olympic Games) volunteers.
History was made in many ways in these Games from

Juliana Kriger
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the construction of one of the most massive architectural projects in Europe in recent years to the
impressive performances of the athletes and not forgetting that this was London’s third time as host
of the Summer Olympic Games. The bid of the British Olympic Association in 2005 included the
promise to put sport in focus, to leave a lasting legacy and to inspire a generation. I had never been
involved in such a large volunteering scheme before. I had the privilege to work for London 2012, the
same city which originally established the Olympics volunteering scheme in 1948. London 2012 was
also a pioneer this summer as the Olympic and Paralympics Games were organised by the same
committee for the first time! At least in raising the profile and awareness of the Paralympics I can

Sharing a meal with the President of Portugal
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safely say that a generation was inspired.
I was a Protocol and Languages
Services team member. I worked at the
Olympic Village. My work revolved
around four posts: 1. the Soft Check
point was the point of entry to the
Village that guests came through and
if one of ‘our’ guests showed up
(those on our list – Olympian family
members, diplomats, heads of
state), we would then escort them
into the lounge; 2. the Drop Off
point where extra special guests
got dropped off by car (eg. the
Archbishop of Greece, the Prince of Monaco and
his family, the Prince of Denmark and his family,
Her Majesty The Queen,  William and Kate,
David Cameron, Seb Coe, and Jacques Rogge);
3. the Lounge Entrance; and 4. the Lounge Desk.
Posts 3 and 4 were responsible for looking after
the guests inside our Lounge and swapping their
IDs for a day pass inside the Village with another
department (Accreditation Services). 
There wasn’t an average day so to speak but the
routine was similar. I would arrive at 8:00am and
have a briefing with my team which gave me the
rota for which posts I was covering and when and
whether we were expecting guests. You
could summarise my work
as: stand-

ing
around, waiting
for guests, taking guests around
the Village (including the Polyclinic), and doing
interpretations.
For the week before the Olympics started we also
had to mind our guests at the Village Plaza
where team welcoming ceremonies were taking
place. These welcoming ceremonies were per-
formed by the British National Youth Theatre
which gave an upbeat and emotive dance per-
formance about the spirit of excitement and com-

petitiveness to each country as they arrived
in the Village (that meant 4 performances
per day for 10 days!).
Sometimes, one of our distinguished
guests would request a tour from us. And
if one of us spoke the language of the
guest/guests we would be assigned to
take them around the Village. I took four
groups of guests around including the
Portuguese President and his
entourage (the wife of the Ambassador
of Portugal and the President's assis-
tant were the only ones who spoke to
me) and also Prince Albert and
Princess Charlene of Monaco.
When David Cameron came into the
Village, he shook hands with my
team members and me.
The most fulfilling part of the role
was that the Language Services
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team members were also at the service of the
Polyclinic at the Village for interpreting between doc-
tors and patients. All the residents of the Village were
entitled to special orthodontic care and eye care plus
general medical care. I was called to the polyclinic
several times. Most of the times, I would help people
book their appointment with the receptionist.
However on one occasion I was accompanying an
Angolan woman, Fifi Campos, who worked in the
administration of the Angolan Female Basketball
team. She needed an infected tooth extracted. I was
sitting with her – her appointment didn't start for ages
– and of course we were talking, in Portuguese, and I
told her that I'd already helped one of the Angolan
female basketball players who also had a tooth
extraction and the young athlete had me hold her
hand because she was very nervous. So Fifi and I
got talking more and more and she asked me every-
thing about my life and we talked about being
Christians, my family, my studies, etc. So I asked
about her and she told me about her life back in
Angola. She also told me she was pregnant! I con-
gratulated her. She asked if she could use my name
for the baby, if she had a girl. I said of course she

could! I was very honoured. We keep in touch
by email and she's recently given birth to a
healthy baby girl ... Julia. 
There are so many memories of the Olympics.
Everyone talks about the Opening Ceremony.
Who else was amused by Her Majesty’s cine-
matic debut alongside Daniel Craig? I was.
Inarguably it was a fantastic show, presenting
some wonderful aspects of British culture for
everyone to see. Particularly tear-inducing
were the Christians hymns that were featured
right at the beginning. One can possibly even
see the Christian implication of the tree that
appeared in the presentation of pastoral rural
Britain as the tree of life!
It really was a wonderful experience! All of it!!
See you in Rio!

Meeting Mavzuna Chorieva from
Tajikstan - bronze medalist in
Women's Light (60k) Boxing
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Memory LaneMemory Lane

Dedication of
Westfield House 

Left: The Rt Rev. Bo Giertz,
Bishop of Gothenburg, gave
the Inaugural Lecture on 22nd
February 1962

Below Left: L to r: Preceptor,
The Rev. N Nagel; ELCE
Chairman, The Rev. Dr E Geo.
Pearce; ELCE Tutor, The Rev.
K Mahler at Dedication on 25th
February 1962

The British Lutheran Vol. 55 No. 2



892012 Annual

MysteryMystery
Photos fromPhotos from
the Archives the Archives 
It’s fun time again for the
Editor - trying to work out
archival photos. Can you help?

No details on the back ... the
guess is synod(?) at St David,
Cardifff? What do you think?

The only thing on the
back of the photo
above is ‘Harlow
Photographic
Agency’. So is this
Pastor V Hennig?

The photo on the right is
blank on the back ... but
is this Westfield House in
the 1970s? Any idea who
the people are and why
they have gathered?



Still reading? (I hope so.) And that, as they say, was 2012.
Well sort of. This issue certainly is a snapshot of 2012 around the ELCE but there was a lot
happening that didn’t see print. News by its nature is selective because someone has to
determine what is ‘newsworthy’ (interesting term). Yet all things that happen to us have
importance – even if we don’t think so!
I recall visiting one ‘my’ police stations (I’m a Police Chaplain for Suffolk Constabulary)
many years ago and heard about a humanist funeral. The service seemed ‘empty’ to those
who had attended but they said that everyone who attended was moved by a poem that
was read. I was curious and asked about it – perhaps they had the order of service? No.
But they recalled some of the words ... “there’s a time for everything ... a time to be born
and a time to die ... and ‘stuff’ like that”. I was rather surprised and suggested that some-
one might have made a big faux pas if the poem was what I thought it was – something
from the Bible!

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 ESV)

We could describe 2012 in the world this way – and in the ELCE (though hopefully not too
much of the hating and warring – depending on contexts of course). For the followers of
Jesus all these times are news because they already have God’s news over them.
Christians live in response to the Good News of Jesus and that proclamation – that forgive-
ness – Jesus’ presence through Word and Sacrament – is the hidden news item all the
time. 
These pages reflect 2012 among us – a time that others might have called ‘Jubilee’ or
‘beginning’ or ‘endings’ or ‘exciting’ or ‘tough’. That’s news. And hidden throughout is also
God’s presence in Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. Whatever your 2012 was, I
trust that it, too, had God’s Good News as your foundation all the time.
And onto 2013!

The Last WordThe Last Word
Rev’d George SamiecRev’d George Samiec


