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Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

The Price of Victory

by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

White crosses in Normandy and Ar-
lington remind us of the awful price paid
for victory in WWII.

Easter is the victory of victories!
“Death is swallowed up in victory”
(1 Corinthians 15:54b). The bloody
cross of Golgotha reminds us of the aw-
ful price paid for this victory. The white
crosses call out, “Freedom is not free.”
The bloody cross also speaks, “Freedom
from sin is not free.”

And yet it is—for us. “He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree,
that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Je-
sus paid the price. The victory He won,
the Father gives to us. “But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
15:57). The Christian life is not a battle
forvictory. It is battle 2z victory.

Of course, not everyone knows or
believes this, which speaks to the joyous
task to share it. But lack of knowledge or
faith does not negate the objective and
intrinsic value the price of victory gives
to each life.

If I purposely damage a tool I bor-
rowed from my neighbor, I not only
destroy something of value, I insult my
neighbor. He paid a price for it. He owns
it. When we purposely destroy human
life, we not only destroy something of
value, we insult the one who gives it val-
ue, who paid the price and won victory
for that life.

Christians often fail to grasp the sig-
nificance of this as it relates to the life
issues. When we call things like abortion
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or embryonic stem cell research or as-
sisted suicide political issues and avoid
talking about them in church, our si-
lence speaks loudly. Our silence allows
the destruction of human beings who
belong to God. He paid a price for them
and won a victory for them. Thus, our
silence insults Him. We need to speak for
them. We need to speak for Him.

“I have a right to do what I want with
my own body!” Sorry, “you are not
your own, for you were bought with
a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19b-20a). “I
will freeze my embryo children in case
I need them again.” Sorry, they are not
your own. “I will decide the time and
manner of my death.” Sorry, you are not
your own. We need to speak so that peo-
ple will see the terribleness, not just of
destroying human life, but of destroying
human life which God purchased at such
a great price. There’s another side too.

“My life is such a mess and I’m so
afraid. ’'m pregnant!” Don’t be afraid.
“You are not your own, for you were
bought with a price.” God loves you.
He will forgive you and strengthen you.
“We’ve tried for years to get pregnant.
Is God punishing us?” Don’t lose hope.
You were bought with a price. You live in
Christ’s victory. He knows His plans for
you. He will never leave you or forsake
you. “I’m not sure I can put up with this
much longer. Why doesn’t God just call
me home?” Do not despair. “You were
bought with a price.” Your times are
in His hands. He’s at work. Victory is
assured.

I pray that as you move through Lent
toward that empty tomb, that you will
contemplate the awtful price Jesus paid
for you. I pray that you will rejoice and
live in the victory Christ has purchased
and freely gives. I pray that you will share
the message of the value this gives to ev-
ery human being.




Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

Horror of Abortion
- What We Can't Not Know

by Chuck Colson

The statistic has everyone reeling:
According to a recent survey, forty-one
percent of pregnancies in New York
City end in abortion. Forty-one percent.
Nearly half.

As you might expect, pro-lifers are
deeply concerned, and are already trying
to find ways to bring that number down.
Archbishop Timothy Dolan, to name
one, called a news conference to say that
the church would be stepping up its ef-
forts to encourage and help women in
crisis pregnancies.

But pro-choicers weren’t too excited
about this news either. The New York
Times—hardly a pro-life bastion—re-
ported, “No one is exactly celebrating ...
Even abortion rights advocates expressed
some concern about the numbers, trying
to change the conversation to a broader
one on reproductive health.”

The Times noted that the easy access
to abortion makes the city a “magnet ...
for doctors who wish to practice without
restrictions [and] for women who want
to live in an atmosphere of sexual self-
determination.”

Those are, of course, noble and laud-
able desires according to the pro-choice
folks. And yet the tone of the article is
distinctly uneasy. It quotes late-term
abortionist Dr. Robert Berg, who says
his patients tend to be “hostile” to him,
treating him like “a punching bag” even
though he’s providing a service that
they’ve asked for.

If abortion is a morally neutral medi-
cal procedure, as the pro-choicers would
have us believe, why all the angst coming
from people who are getting abortions? I

think it all comes back to what J. Budz-
iszewski calls “what we can’t not know.”

Why would a woman be angry at an
abortionist? Because he is about to kill
her child, and any woman knows that is
wrong. She can’t help but know it. None
of us can. It’s one of the deepest truths
written on our hearts—that human life is
sacred, and destroying an innocent life in
the womb is one of the most violent acts
imaginable.

The arrest of Dr. Kermit Gosnell in
Philadelphia dragged that ugly truth into
the spotlight. Gosnell ran a “house of
horrors” where babies were slaughtered
with scissors, where some of their moth-
ers died as well, and where some of the
babies’ body parts were kept in jars.

The nation was horrified—but why?
Late-term abortions often involve killing
babies with scissors—the only difference
is that it’s usually done as the baby is still
emerging from the birth canal, not after
it’s all the way out. Some difference.

But when Gosnell made the news, we
were all reminded of what we can’t not
know—that it’s wrong to kill babies in
this way, or in any other way.

Eric Metaxas, author of Bonhoeffer,
has written that the grand jury report
on Gosnell may become the Uncle Tom’s
Cabin of the pro-life movement. I hope
he’s right. It’s tragic that it takes some-
thing as drastic as a baby’s foot in a jar,
or a 41 percent abortion rate in a major
city, to remind everybody that abortion
is an unjustifiable travesty.

But when we see even pro-choicers
getting upset about these things, then
we know that the truth is written on
their hearts just as it is on ours.

May the day quickly come when they
can no longer ignore it.

(From BreakPoint, 1/29/10, reprinted with permission of
Prison Fellowship, www.breakpoint.org.)
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

Abortion is the Number One After the abortion ...
Killer of Children in the World After the Abortion
There is Hope in His
Healing, by Linda Bartlett,
offers hope to those
who are struggling with
an abortion decision.

“Through the power of
Christ’s death and resurrection, you are
set free to rejoice in the newness of life!”
Item LFL405B. $1.00 ea.

From Heartache to Heal-
ing — Author Linda Bartlett
encourages us all to con-
sider the reality of abor-
tion and the ways in which
the Church can minister to
the needs of those who
suffer abortion’s effects. Item LFL401BS.
$4.85 ea.

L1l

Heartache

f/{mﬁr{y
In the USA alone,
53,310,822 babies have been
killed by abortion since 1973.
The number grows every day.

Source: National Right to Life Committee

Hope in His Healing
(Spanish) — Abortion may
seem convenient, but
anger, guilt, and despair
are soon to follow. God
doesn’t want us to carry
the baggage of sin.
Instead, He offers to set
us free to rejoice in the
newness of life!

Item LFL403T. $0.25 ea.

Word of Hope offers
information on LFL’s post-
abortion ministry, which
offers confidential post-
abortion counseling and
Every day, women and men reconciliation. Note: Limit
25 copies. For larger
quantities call LFL.

Item LFL404T. FREE

are left hurting
and grieving

due to an abortion decision.
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Family Living

Biblical Manhood
and Womanhood

by Linda D. Bartlett
www. titus2-4life.org

Equal, But Different

God created male and female to be
equal, but not the same. If you are mar-
ried, you know men and women com-
municate, think, love, receive, and re-
spond differently. If you are a parent of
a son and daughter, you recognize they
aren’t the same. Read Genesis 2:7, 15-
23. The Creator of male and female did
not make them at the same
time, in the same way, or for
the same purpose.

It was “not good that the
man should be alone” (Gen-
esis 2:18). Man was in need
of'a “helper fit for him.” This
literally means, “like his op-
posite.” Even many Christian
women find the term “help-
er” scandalous. But God’s
Word speaks to the respective
headship and submissive roles
of male and female.

Headship and Submission

God’s order is for the good of His
creation. In keeping with His order, man
is given headship. He was created first.
He is the first to receive instruction from
God (2:16-17). The woman is made
from the man and for the man (2:18,22)
and the male names the female (2:23).

Male headship is a result of God’s
love for His creation and special concern
for women and children. God desires or-
der, peace, and safety for families. Ephe-
sians 5 discusses the headship of the hus-
band and the submissive role of the wife.
There is no shame in submission! While

on carth, Jesus submitted to the will of
His Heavenly Father. Look closely at
the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. There is one union, one God, yet
three distinct persons and roles. Jesus,
the Son, honored the “headship” of the
Father to His glory and for the good of
humanity. It is the husband who is called
to love his wife as much as Christ loved
the Church (Ephesians 5:25). He is to
love her as much as he loves himself by
considering her needs above his. Loving
headship generates loving submission.

Adam’s Rib

God made (literally: “built”) woman
using a rib taken from man. With this,
He established their rela-
tionship within the order of
creation. A rib is structural;
it supports. A rib guards the
heart and breath of life, yet it
is vulnerable. Under attack,
it can be easily fractured or
broken. Satan despises the
order of creation that God
uses to protect the man and
woman He so loves. So, that
day in the garden, Satan set
his target and, by-passing
man, went straight to the woman. Man
was “with” Eve when she was attacked,
but he did not step between his beloved
and the evil one. He did not engage the
deceiver. He failed to cover his “rib.”
Man was held accountable (3:9) be-
cause it was to him that God entrusted
the word for life and warning away from
death.

Today, when Satan whispers to the
young woman, “Did God really say ...
it’s wrong to have sex outside marriage?”
and the boyfriend fails to cover her with
respect, he is leaving her physically, emo-
tionally, and spiritually vulnerable. In
placing his perceived needs before hers,
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the man leaves the woman open for at-
tack. When a man does not promise to
love, cherish, and cover a woman with
his name, but simply shares living quar-
ters and a bed, he is leaving her open to
attack. When a man fathers a child but
does not accept the privilege and respon-
sibility of being a daddy, he is leaving
both the mother and child vulnerable to
the harshness of the world.

But, when a man remembers God’s
call to headship, he is able to make a
positive difference. A man makes a dif-
ference when he guards the virtue of
his girlfriend, remains true to his wife,
or engages faithfully as a father. When
Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant
(Matthew 1:19-25), he probably felt be-
trayed and angry. He could have broken
the engagement. Instead, Joseph trusted
the Word of the Lord, covered his “rib”
by taking Mary as his wife, and named
the Child Jesus. All men who desire to
protect their “rib” find hope and help in
Jesus (Ephesians 5:25, 28-29).

Womanhood and Motherhood

Today, young women have been en-
couraged to seek self-fulfillment in every
possible area of interest except as a wife
and mother. Modern feminists celebrated
legalized abortion because it “evens the
playing field” by making a woman’s body
more like a man’s. The world misunder-
stands the meaning of “equality.” The at-
tempt to change a woman’s procreative
design proves that we fail to understand
the high calling of motherhood.

The Bible has a high view of moth-
erhood (Isaiah 66:13; 1 Thessalonians
2:7). Timothy was greatly influenced by
motherly (and grandmotherly) love and
instruction (2 Timothy 1:5).

A mother need never fear children
that seem inconvenient or strip her of her
“freedom.” Like Jesus, she can welcome
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a little child (Mark 10:14). And, when a
mother grieves because she aborted her
child in a moment of fear, she can look
to Jesus the Savior who hears her cry of
repentance and welcomes her into His
waiting and forgiving arms. In Jesus, she

is free to love and defend the blessing of
life.

Manhood and Fatherhood

Jesus, who was there at man’s cre-
ation, knows a man’s strengths and weak-
nesses. For this reason, God’s Word pro-
vides man with all that he needs to lead
and instruct wisely. A mature generation,
including both mothers and fathers, en-
courages the next generation to follow
the treasures of true wisdom, especially
the knowledge of salvation by grace
through faith. Psalms 78 speaks about
fathers passing on to children the won-
ders of what God has done. Proverbs 4 is
a father’s wise instruction to sons. “Get
wisdom; get insight; do not forget,
and do not turn away from the words
of my mouth” (v. 5). The Father God
gave the first man the instructions of life,
but also warned man away from death.
An earthly father is called to do the same
with his sons and daughters.

Parents Influence the Culture

Men and women help influence the
culture by being godly parents. This be-
gins with recognition of their equality as
persons in God’s sight, yet uniqueness as
male and female. Children need to see
father and mother not competing with
one another, but complimentary of each
other. “Two are better than one ...
though a man might prevail against
one who is alone, two will withstand
him—a threefold cord is not quickly
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). God,
a man, and a woman. This “threefold
cord” is for the benefit of all—including
children and grandchildren!




Family Living

Our Schools and
Society and Their
Impact

by Robert Schulze

Permit me to begin by sharing the
perspective from where I come. I have
completed 40+ years as a Lutheran high
school teacher/administrator. It scares
me as I see what is going on in today’s
schools.

Having spent the better part of my life
in a Lutheran school; having the privilege
to have all four of my children graduate
from a Lutheran grade school as well as

channels such as MTV (i.e. shows like 16
and Pregnant and Teen Mom). The me-
dia has an influence; however, I believe
many of our public schools also are send-
ing negative messages.

In working with a group of individu-
als interested in opening a Lutheran high
school in Oklahoma City, I interviewed a
member of a public school board in the
area. I explained that a Lutheran high
school would share with the students
messages that supported the Christian
stance of the home and parents. His re-
sponse was quite interesting. He asked,
“Does that mean you wouldn’t share
condoms with the students?”

In so many of the textbooks used in

a Lutheran high
school; having had
the opportunity
to be a consultant
in starting several ®
Lutheran schools;
it truly scares me
as I see and hear
what is happening
in today’s public
schools.

This is not to
say that public school teachers are not
Christian—it is to say that they are dis-
couraged in being able to share their
Christian beliefs with their students.

Living now in the mid-Atlantic area,
I just recently read in our local newspa-
per that 71.6 percent of the births in the
city of Richmond, Virginia, are to unwed
mothers. This means that many of these
babies will perhaps have little or no fam-
ily support. Also, just recently, a school
in Memphis reported 90 pregnancies in
a school with an enrollment of 978 (508
girls). That constitutes 18 percent of the
female population in that school. The
article put the blame on the media and

public education,
false  informa-
tion is shared as
a matter of fact.
You will find sci-
ence books re-
port the earth
to be millions or
even billions of
years old. Other
evidences of our
society’s  lean-
ings include the
stance that was recently taken by the
military relative to homosexuality and
the health care bill affording funds for
abortion. The profanity, violence, and
sexual innuendoes found on a regular
basis on TV are desensitizing our young
people. And yet we are removing certain
words from classics such as Mark Twain’s
Huckleberry Finn.

It brings to mind a quote: “The phi-
losophy of the classroom is the philoso-
phy of the next generation.” George
Washington, in a quote atrributed to
him, said, “True religion atfords govern-
ment its surest support—a future of a
nation depends on the Christian training
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of its youth—it is impossible to govern
without the Bible.”

In a rather strong statement by Mar-
tin Luther, we hear him say, “I am much
afraid that the schools will prove to be the
great gates of hell unless they diligently
labor in explaining the Scriptures, en-
graving them on the hearts of youth.”

In the teaching of my junior/senior
theology classes, wherever appropriate, I
pointed out the Lord’s will and direction
as we live out a God-pleasing life. Psalm
139:14 and Jeremiah 1:5 were passages
prominent in my classroom. Many times
we spoke of the three “A’s” in the lives
of young people: Abstinence, Abortion,
and Adoption. I have shared chapel mes-
sages that focus on (1) the unborn, (2)
the challenged, (3) the elderly, and (4)
biotechnology. I have taught a six-week
course relative to pro-life issues. We fo-
cused first on the Creator/creation. We
next learned of proper relationships in
dating. That was followed with the issues
of abortion and post abortion. Stem cell
research and embryonic stem cells were
discussed. In week five we dealt with end-
of-life issues. And finally, in week six, we
focused on sexual purity and marriage.
In each of these units, the use of Luther-
ans For Life resources was invaluable.

As we look to the future, these issues
will become more and more important
in bringing to light the importance of
the life issues. Again, as time passes, [
believe the issues need to be shared with
younger and younger audiences. As is
the case with so many things, younger
individuals will be presented with these
significant life decisions much sooner
than in years gone by.

I would encourage others to make use
of'any opportunities to share the “We Are
For Life” message whenever possible!

@; erencias

LFL Spanish Resources!

Amor Real/Vida Real - This unique
30” x 6” 5

10-panel fold
out brochure
(translated
from Real Love
Real Life; made |
possible by a
grant from the
Texas LWML)
covers fetal development, abortion facts,
love and friendship, teen pregnancy,
STDs, purity /chastity and sexuality, and
safe choices.

Spanish: Item LFL615T-S. $0.75 ea.

v

Tips for Teens On How
to Say “No” — Topics
include: making a
commitment, things to
avoid, planning ahead,
values, breaking off

a relationship, waiting
to date, who to date,
and being friends first.
Spanish: Item 602T-S.
$0.25 ea.

Watch Me Grow — This
beautifully illustrated
brochure documents
the growth stages of a
baby for nine months in
the womb. Appropriate
for all ages. Spanish:
Item LFLT25T-S.

$0.50 ea.

What About the Facts
of Life? — This excellent
full-color fold-out
brochure will help
answer questions about
fetal development.
Spanish: Item LFL113T.
$0.70 ea.

para
los
jovenes

Lo Que
Nunca te
Dijeron

Acerca
de la Vida
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God’s Gift
of Christian
Motherhood

by Rev. Mark Gullerud

On Mother’s Day it has been cus-
tomary for children to remember their
mothers with gifts as a way of showing
them their love and

all recognized children as being special
gifts from the Lord. She recognized that
when God blesses couples with children,
one of the purposes of marriage is be-
ing fulfilled (Genesis 1:28; 9:1). When
Hannah was unable to conceive a child,
she turned to the Lord in prayer, trust-
ing that God “gives to all life, breath,
and all things” (Acts 17:25 KJV).

This understanding seems to be lost
on many young couples in our day. This

appreciation. Such
gifts may be the
simple gesture of
sending a Mother’s
Day card with a
meaningful  mes-
sage inside, sending
a bouquet of flow-
ers or some other
thoughtful present.
It is good for us
to remember our
mothers in such
ways, for they are
God’s representa-
tives placed over us
for our blessing and
therefore are truly
worthy of being
honored. In those
cases where we have
been blessed with
Christian mothers, it
is good not only to remember our moth-
ers on Mother’s Day, but also the Lord.
He, above all, is worthy and deserving
of our praise and thanksgiving because
Christian motherhood is a gift of God.
The Bible account of the Old Testament
believer Hannah (1 Samuel chapters 1
and 2) beautifully sets forth the various
facets of this precious gift from above.
Through the working of the Holy
Spirit, this God-fearing woman first of

becomes apparent
when we hear some
speak of “making
babies,” as if the
beginning of hu-
man life rests pri-
marily with them.
Or when couples
are unable to con-
ceive a child, they
may rely solely on
professional medi-
cal help without
recognizing that it
is God alone who
can work through
such means to bless
them with a child.

Dedicating
Children to the
Lord

Hannah’s God-
given motivation
for motherhood did not spring from a
self-serving ego-trip—as has been the
case with various individuals in this gen-
eration. On occasion we may hear it said
that motherhood is desirable, because it
can be so self-satisfying and self-fulfill-
ing.

From the prayer Hannah offered up
in seeking the blessing of a son (1 Samu-
el 1:11), it is obvious that she was more
concerned about the interest of God’s
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kingdom, and the service of the Lord,
than about her own personal interests.
Hannah made a promise to God that if
He were to bless her with the gift of a
son, she would raise him to be dedicated
to the Lord and the religious service of
God’s people.

This exemplary devotion to God’s
kingdom draws our attention to a very
special purpose of Christian parents—
raising children in the Lord. If each
succeeding generation of lost and con-
demned sinners is to learn of their Sav-
ior, it is paramount that there be Chris-
tian witnesses who testify to others of the
saving truths of God.

How very important for Christian
mothers and fathers to raise their chil-
dren in the Lord, not only that they
might gain saving faith, but also that
they might use their gifts and talents for
service in God’s kingdom and for the
glory of His holy name.

What a blessing Hannah’s son Sam-
uel turned out to be for the people of
God, for by the grace of God he became
a great religious prophet and judge in
Israel. Under his leadership Israel under-
went a much needed religious reforma-
tion and spiritual renewal.

A major factor behind Samuel’s fruit-
ful life in God’s kingdom was his being
blessed with a fine Christian mother!

Thank God for His gift of Christian
motherhood, because those who have
been blessed through it enjoy price-
less spiritual treasures and are given the
privilege of serving the Lord in His king-
dom.

(The Lutheran Spokesman, May 2010. Used by per-

mission. Rev. Gullerud is pastor at Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, Bowdle, South Dakota, CLC)

Give a Life Insurance
Policy and Help LFL!

If you have a paid-up life
insurance policy, you might be
able to give that donation on a
tax-favored basis.

Many of us purchased life insur-
ance when we were young. Now
that we're older, we may not need
it. If this describes your situation,
you can use that life insurance to
make a significant charitable gift
to LFL or another charitable orga-

nization of your choice. Here’s how:

1. Name Lutherans For Life as
the beneficiary of an exist-
ing policy—either sole ben-
eficiary, or co-beneficiary,
or a contingent beneficiary.

2. Donate an obsolete policy,
one that you no longer need
for its original intent.

3. Or buy a new policy and
donate it to a charitable
organization like ours, then
continue to pay the pre-
miums. The donations to
Lutherans For Life for the
premiums are generally
deductible on your income
tax return.

4. Replace a bequest with life
insurance, so you can make
a substantial contribution
now without reducing your
family’s eventual inheri-
tance.

Life insurance is an asset that al-
lows a donor who doesn’t have
large estate assets to make a sig-
nificant gift. To learn more contact
Kay Meyer of Lutherans For Life at
515.441.6571.
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Bioethics and Creation

Semantics Don’t
Change Truth

by Elizabeth Mitchell

The FDA’s controversial approval
(August 2010) of “ulipristal acetate—
an emergency contraceptive effective for
up to five days” after exposure—made
headline news in the September issue of
Ob.Gyn. News. Like similar medications
with an approved three-day window, the
newer drug contains a hormone which
not only delays ovulation but also alters
the environment inside the uterus to

themselves, “am I willing to participate
in abortion?” RU486 was obviously an
abortifacient.

What about non-surgical termination
of pregnancy before implantation—the
so-called “morning-after pill”?  Sted-
man’s Medical Dictionary 27% edition,
copyright 2000, offered a bandage for
the conscience of the general medical
community and the society they serve: it
redefined conception. Once upon a time,
conception was synonymous with fertil-
ization; in the new millennium, concep-
tion became synonymous with zmplanta-
tion, which typically occurs 6-9 days later.
Stedman’s semantic alteration, like an

prevent implan-
tation of a fertil-
ized egg. And,
like the others,
it claims to not
cause abortion if
the woman hap-
pens to already be
pregnant.

But what does |
“being pregnant”
really mean? Some
clever sleight of
hand has been underway for years to al-
low “guilt-free” abortions by redefining
the words involved. In reality, the use of
hormones “after-the-fact” has been go-
ing on since the 1970s, long before the
specially approved drugs were available,
by the creative dosing of prescription
oral contraceptives with physician ad-
vice. The 1988 advent of RU486, freely
acknowledged to cause abortion and ap-
proved in the United States since 2000,
created a stir and prompted some medi-
cal and pharmaceutical personnel—peo-
ple who were often not involved in the
conventional “surgical” abortion indus-
try—to face issues of conscience—asking

carlier change by The American College
— of Obstetricians
and  Gynecolo-
gists,  reflected
not medical sci-
ence but socio-
logical and politi-
cal correctness.

The move
to redefine con-
ception actu-

ally started in
1959 when Dr.
Bent Boving at a
Planned Parenthood symposium pointed
out “the social advantage of [implanta-
tion preventatives| being considered to
prevent conception rather than to de-
stroy an established pregnancy.”

The American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists followed Bo-
ving’s advice in 1965 by adopting this
definition: “conception is the implanta-
tion of an ovum.” Since fertilization can-
not be detected until the time of implan-
tation—when the physical connection
to the mother’s body allows a hormone
from the developing placenta to enter
the mother’s bloodstream—the reason-
ing was that the beginning of pregnancy
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Bioethics and Creation

could be redefined to the time when we @'ﬁe d\nnunciation Of our ;201’6

can medically detect it. This reasoning I
is tantamount to asking whether a man ggnbay, qnarcﬁ 25, 2011

alone on a desert island really exists if no
one knows he’s there. Such reasoning
amounts to philosophical meandering,
not science.

Thus, those who cling to the idea
that pregnancy begins at conception
have been gradually derailed. And with
the widespread adoption of these “so-
cially advantageous” definitions having
no genuine basis in science much less
in biblical morality, people who wish to
prescribe or take “emergency contra-
ceptives” need no longer be afraid they
might cause an abortion because now
no pregnancy actually exists—even if it
does.

Dr. Donna Harrison, president of the
American Association of Pro-Life Ob-

stetricians and Gynecologists, testified ;
against approval, telling the FDA that @66 Ascension Of our Lord
“ulipristal worked as an abortifacient.” @ﬁursbay, 51”16 2, 2011

She has declared in a letter to members
that the labeling of this drug is “deceptive
and dangerous to women and their new-
ly conceived baby.” She asserts that the
FDA is “deliberately misleading women
by mislabeling ella [the European name
for the drug] only as contraception and
not as an abortifacient.” We applaud her
stand for the truth.

Semantics don’t change truth. The
FDA’s recent decision continues to re-
inforce the worldview that a baby’s life
hasn’t even started until man says it has.
But God created human life. He, there-
fore, gets to set the rules. And no matter
how many times man redefines human
life, God’s truth doesn’t change. The
Bible should be the foundation for our
thinking in every area.

(Answers in Genesis, 11/10/10. To see the article

with complete footnotes go to: WWww.answersingenesis.
oryg/articles/nid/v5/nl/semantics-and-truth.)

Find LFL resources to observe these days with
the For Life message at www.cph.org.
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Away from the
Body-At Home
with the Lord

by Kay L. Meyer

Every person who has ever lived has
wondered about the place beyond mor-
tality—Shakespeare called it “the un-
discovered country.” God’s Word tells
us about our bodies, souls, and heaven.
What happens at the moment of death
for Christians? Will we recognize and
know our loved

both by name in their baptism and
walked with them all of their lives (Isaiah
43:1b-3a).

So you can see why I want to learn
more about heaven from God’s Word. 1
want to share a few things that Dr. Ron
Rhodes (author of Heaven—The Un-
discovered Country) and I discussed on
my Family Shield radio program. I hope
these words will comfort you as they
strengthened and comforted me.

“What happens at the moment of
death?” Although our bodies die, our
souls do not die. At the moment of death

ones in heaven?
What is heaven
like?

Christians  go
to heaven because
of their faith in
Christ. I look for-
ward to meeting
my Savior and | |
Lord someday. I
hope you do too.
When people ask
me about my
family I say, “I
have my fam-
ily here on earth
and my family
in heaven.” My
family in heaven continues to grow. My
grown sons, Kevin (40) and Jeft (32),
have passed from death to life. Kevin in
the fall of 2009 and Jeffin June of 2010.
They were wonderful sons that my hus-
band, myself, our daughter, and our en-
tire extended family dearly miss.

We are thankful that our sons had
faith in Christ and are now with the Lord
in heaven. Yet, we still mourn their loss.
The Lord walks with us as we grieve. He
gives us daily comfort and strength. We
remember that the Lord called them

our soul/spirit
departs the body
which God’s
word calls the
tent. Our souls
go immediately
to be with the
Lord in heaven
(2 Corinthians
5:1-9).

The Bible
tells us God is
the God of the
living, not of
the dead (Mark
12:27 and Luke
20:38). Our
bodies die, but
our souls never
die.

“Jesus said to her [Mary], ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever be-
lieves in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die’” (John
11:25-26). 1 believe this and put this
verse on many sympathy cards. I pray
you believe this too.

Another verse I like is when Stephen
was being stoned to death for preaching
Christ. As he was stoned, he looked up to
heaven and prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive
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my spirit.” (Acts 7:59) Minutes later his
body was lying dead on the ground, but
his soul was with the Lord. It’s interest-
ing to note that Saul (later to become
the Apostle Paul) heard this prayer and
witnessed Stephen’s death.

“Will we recognize our loved ones
in heaven?” Based on Luke 16:19-31,
Dr. Rhodes believes we will know our
loved ones in heaven and will even re-
tain memories of our family. The story
in Luke is a story (or parable) that Jesus
shared. In it the man who died remem-
bers his family. He talks about his five
brothers and is concerned about them.

Another example related to recogniz-
ing loved ones is King David of the Old
Testament. When his young son died,
King David said that someday he would
be reunited with his son who had died.
We also discussed Moses and Elijah.
They appeared and spoke with Jesus on
the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew
17:1-3). How could Moses and Elijah be
talking to Jesus if they were dead and in
the grave?

We also discussed a book I had re-
cently read entitled Ninety Minutes in
Heaven by Don Piper. In the story, Don
wrote that he was pronounced dead after
being in a serious car accident. During
the 90 minutes that he was thought to
be dead, he remembers finding himself
at the gates of heaven. There he saw and
talked to those who had died before him.
Everyone was happy and excited to see
him. He recognized his grandmother
and others he had known and cared
about on earth. (I don’t know if Piper
had a dream while he was unconscious
and thought he was dead or if he had re-
ally died during those 90 minutes. Piper
believes he really was dead.) I told Dr.
Rhodes that I hope that is what happens
when we get to heaven. I look forward
to seeing Jesus face to face. I also want

to see my two sons, my mother and fa-
ther, and others I love who have passed
from death to life.

What are the benefits of heaven?

No death

No mourning or tears

Intimate fellowship with God
See the Lord face-to-face
Reunion with our loved ones
Eventually receive our resurrect-
ed bodies

e Reign with Christ.

What are we to make about near
death experiences? I asked Dr. Rho-
des about near death experiences. Some
have said they saw a bright light or went
through a tunnel. Dr. Rhodes warned us
that we need to examine everything care-
tully. Who is the being of light? Some
people who are not Christians have said
the bright light they saw was Budda or
another false god. He warned us that
we must test all experiences against the
Word of God. Remember that Satan dis-
guises himself as an angel of light.

Yet, there are many stories of those
who are near death who have seen loved
ones who have died. He believes some of
these stories are true. One he mentioned
is Billy Graham’s grandmother. Shortly
before she died, she sat up in bed and
said, “Ben!” Ben was her husband who
was dead. Minutes later she died.

Take time to read Revelation 21 and
22. They describe the new heaven and
new carth we all look forward to see-
ing. “And the city has no need of sun
or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of the God gives it light and its lamp
is the Lamb” (21:23). Revelation ends
with these words, “Surely, I am coming
soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with us all.
Amen” (20b-21).
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Lutherans For Life Resources

A Father’s Heart is our most Happy Father's Dayl
recent bulletin insert for d
Father’s Day!

He will turn the hearts of fathers

to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers,”

“God loves fathers. He is onel
He is the Father of Jesus Christ
and His love for fathers flows

through His Son. Through Jesus,
fathers understand they live in
grace.

“This is where they find the
love, motivation, and strength
fo turn their hearts fo their
children.

This is where they find
forgiveness when they fail
and the courage they
need to try again.”

ltem LFL1112BI. $0.01 ea.

Also on sale at
www.cph.org:

LFL1107BI
Faithful Fathers

LFL1108BI
Heart of a Mother
$0.01 ea.

Our A Mother’s Comfort Mother’s Day bulletin insert says, “It is good to honor mothers
and the vocation of motherhood as God does. We thank God for our mothers, and we
thank our mothers for being God’s “knitting room” and giving us life (Psalm 139:13).” g

A Mother’s Day prayer is included. To read the complete bulletin insert text and to
order go to www.cph.org. Item LFL1110BI. $0.01 ea.
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Geaching For Life"

BGeaching For 1:ife” is a unique, ety

Gospel-centered, positive way to help ‘ nﬂﬂe}[ius For i
Lutheran school teachers apply God’s : s ife
Word to the life issues! s o _::_:.’:.: A

Geaching For 1:ife® teaches 1"‘:""":"";::'-1‘:-"#': e o
nine key pro-life concepts—one — .
for each month of the school year—by

giving ideas on how to integrate them

into religion, math, social studies,

language arts, and more.

'\-l:-.._._t__-._

Each Bedeching For l-ife”

package includes a CD which provides

additional resources, commentary, and

teaching tools. P e iy

‘s T o L g g
(L L— “"r---..-.,..._-,,_"": LY e
2l
v

mmm.luﬂherans@oﬂi@e.ars

Order LFL’s 'Gedehing For 1-1i€e® at www.cph.org!
“I like the variety of different I.esson Flems emd CD

e Grades PK-K. Item LFL720C. $49.99 ea.
concepts in your day.
Grades 1-2. Item LFL721C. $49.99 ea.
“The activities were diverse and Grades 3-4. lfem LFL723C. $49.99 ea
applied to a wide variety of | i ' '
curricular areas. I appreciated how Grades 5-6. Item LFL725C. $49.99 ea.
the lessons were laid out in a Grades 7-8. Item LFL727C. $49.99 ea.
step-by-step manner.” - -
Complete Beciching For l-ife”
“I liked the variety of choices in package of 45 lesson plans and CD for all
each curriculum area. It was easy grade levels: ltem LFL729C. $199.99 ea.

to fit at least one activity in. The entire Geetching For Life"

“The teachers’ guide was well package includes 45 lessons for five
prepared and looked great!” grade levels (PK-K, 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8).
It comes in a sturdy 8.25” x 11” full color
Wm “I like that there were activities to tri-fold format, providing the teacher
"y incorporate in all subject areas. with all that is needed to teach a key life
-:J.IJ“ enjoyed hands-on activities.” concept each month in a variety of ways.

i « .
i I appreciated the age- ) wusws. luBheremsforlife.org
- appropriateness of the material.

L -
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A study released by the British Medical
Journal reveals nearly half of the eu-
thanasia deaths that took place in the
Flanders region of Belgium were nev-
er reported. The government requires
mandatory reporting of such deaths. Of
note is a separate study published by the
Canadian Medical Association Jouwrnal
(CMA]J) last May, finding close to one-
third of euthanasia deaths (32%) in the
Flemish region occurred without the
request or consent of the patient. Pro-
life advocates point out that although
proposed laws to legalize assisted suicide
and euthanasia claim to allow sufficient
safeguards to protect patients, those acts
of individual “choice” do not protect pa-
tients in which consent is not obtained.
(Wisconsin Right to Life’s “News You Can Use,”
12/13/10; CLR Life News, 12/14/10)
The group, Final Exit Net-
work, began its pro-suicide
campaign in January on
more than 4000 commer-
cial airline flights and in 48
American airports, as well as
airports in Europe. This
latest marketing expands
a U.S. billboard advertising effort
that began last year. Spot announce-
ments will also run on television moni-
tors in the airport locations. (Californians
Agwinst Assisted Suicide, 1/3/11; CLR Life News,
1/6/11)

A bill to allow euthanasia in France
was defeated January 25 in the French
Parliament’s Senate on a 170-142
vote. The measure would have allowed
euthanasia for individuals with disabilities
and patients in either chronic or terminal
conditions. A poll recently conducted
in the country revealed 52 percent felt
legalization of euthanasia could lead to
elder abuse, and 60 percent agreed that
the French government needs to im-
prove palliative care rather than legalize

% 3

the killing of its citizens by euthanasia.
(Alex Schadenberg Blog, 1/26/11; CLR Life News,

1/27/11)

A Belgian court has ruled a disabled
child was denied his “right” to be
aborted. A recently-published ruling,
made in September, by Belgium’s court
of appeal held that a child born follow-
ing an erroneous prenatal diagnosis was
legally “injured” by being born with dis-
abilities. The court argued that the law,
by allowing abortion, considered both
the interests of the mother and of the
unborn child. (Genethique, 12/3/10; SPUC,
12/13/10)
The Open Hearts Foundation reports
a flourishing pro-life movement in
the former Soviet republic of Belarus:
“During the long years of Soviet
power we were instilled [with]
a strange fear of pregnancy and
childbirth, so women and men
today simply do not know
what to do with children, and
do not want for themselves this
‘burden,’ and selfishness more
and more captures young
people. Fear of childbirth,
negative attitude[s] of medical staff and
many other [things] stop modern moms
and dads [from child-bearing].” The
newsletter also details pro-life activity in
Belarus’ main cities: conferences, vigils,
and pilgrimages. (Jobn Smeaton, 1/2/11)

Possible victims of the Nazi-era eutha-
nasia program may have been found
in a hospital graveyard in Austria. The
graveyard was due to be dug up to make
way for a construction project, but the
project has been halted while an investiga-
tion into the bodies takes place. The Nazi
regime had a policy of systematically kill-

ing the physically and mentally disabled.
(Wexfor People, 1/3/11; SPUC, 1/4/11)
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March for Life
2011

By Dennis Di Mauro

“What’s so valuable about an old
clump of thread? ... Well, we found this
clump of thread on a little table next to
grandma’s rocking chair after grandma
died and went to heaven. So, you see,
the value is not in what it looks like or
how useful it is. The value lies in who
made it. So it is with every human be-
ing.”

As I listened to Dr. James Lamb, ex-
ecutive director of Lutherans for Life,
deliver this message at our local scrvice
I remembered why we
had all come—to pro-
tect the unborn, those
innocent children who
were created and are

by Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Alexandria,
Virginia—the church which has spon-
sored the event for many years.

The service began at 9:00 a.m., and
the sermon was delivered to the 160 at-
tendees who had traveled from around
the nation (Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Mis-
souri, lowa), and of course, from Met-
ropolitan Washington, DC, to stand up
for life. The marchers carpooled to the
National Mall to march under the Lu-
therans for Life banner.

Lutherans have attended the March
for Life since it began in 1974. Since
1998, Lutherans For Life has maintained
an organized presence at the march.

Participants at this year’s march in-
cluded student groups from Concor-
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dia University in Mequon, Wisconsin,
and Lutheran High School South in St.
Louis, Missouri, as well as local students
from Trinity Christian School in Fairfax,
Virginia.

The marchers were encouraged by
the good weather, the large participa-
tion of young people, and the support
of so many members of Congress, in-
cluding the Speaker of the House, John
Boehner, who encouraged the crowd in
a pre-march speech and promised that
the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion
bill would be a top legislative priority for
the new Congress. All these events ener-
gized the marchers to do more in their
churches and communities to defend the
unborn and to bring the gospel of Jesus
Christ to their parents
and grandparents.

By marching, they
followed a proud tra-
dition of Lutheran
pro-life awareness
started by the reform-
er Dr. Martin Luther
in the 16th Century.
He wrote, “He [ God ]
is not hostile to children, as we are. But
God emphasizes His word to such an ex-
tent that He sometimes gives oftspring
even to those who do not desire it, yes
even hate it ... How great, therefore,
the wickedness of human nature is!
How many girls there are who prevent
conception and kill and expel tender fe-
tuses, although procreation is the work

of God.” (Source: Dennis Di Mauro. “A Love
for Life: Christianity’s Consistent Protection for the
Unborn; Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers,
Inc., 2008, p. 25.)

The march is also about sharing of the
gospel of Jesus’ forgiveness to all, includ-
ing those men and women who have lost
hope through their involvement in an
abortion.
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Special to Him

by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

I’ve told people of all ages they are
special because God created them and
redeemed them through Jesus. But I’'m
not sure that goes far enough. I believe it
is more complete and more comforting
not just to say they are special, but that
they are special to Him, to Jesus. Why?
Because He bought them with a price.

In fitth grade, our son wanted a com-
puter. I kind of knew what they were,
so I said he could have one if he could
pay for it. A few hundred acres of lawns
later, he did. I thought it special to have

Contemplate the high and dreadful
price paid by our forsaken Savior. It goes
beyond, “He died for me.” Jesus was
both the sacrificial Lamb who died for
me and the scapegoat who bore my sins
and my sins’ well deserved punishment.

“Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted” (Isaiah
53:4).

The price: “Not with gold or silver,
but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death.”
He was “stricken” with the sins of the
entire world, “smitten” by the holy
wrath of God, and “afflicted” with hell’s

a computer, a Commodore 64,
in the house. I was proud when
Chris programmed “hello” to
move across the screen over and
over and over and over. Yes, that &
64 was special, but because Chris ~
paid for it with his own money,
it was particularly special o him.

Every human life is not just
special; it’s special to Him. He
paid for each one. The price was exceed-
ingly high.

“IY]ou were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your
forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold,
but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb with-
out blemish or spot” (1 Peter
1:18-19).

“[A]bout the ninth hour Jesus

cried out with a loud voice, say-
ing, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthanie?’
that is, ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’” (Mat-
thew 27:46)

forsakenness and torment for
every sin for every sinner for all
time.

The reason: “That I may
be His own.” That I might be
special to Him, that you might
be special to Him, that every
human life might be special to
Him.

I cannot find a calculator or
even a super computer that could calcu-
late the value this gives to human life. We
often address the life issues based on the
Fifth Commandment’s prohibition of
murder or on the First Article and God’s
creation of life. But the Second Article
raises the value of my life and the reasons
I should value other lives to an incom-
prehensible level. Mistreat human life
and you mistreat something very special
to Jesus Christ. He paid for it. Mistreat
life and you mistreat Jesus. He owns it.

Now I realize that I just turned the
Good News of Jesus into what homilet-
ics professors would call a “Gospel club.”

“When you mess with life you mess with
Jesus” is pure law. But it is needed law

page 20 o LifeDate e Spring 2011 e www.lutheransforlife.org e info@lutheransforlife.org ¢ 888-364-LIFE




Spotlight on Lutherans For Life

for those in our pews who insist on the
church’s silence on life issues because
they are political. It is needed law for
those who hide behind the rhetoric, “A
woman has a right to choose.” Of course
the phrase is never finished. Finish it with
“to belittle our Savior’s sacrifice and de-
stroy that which He bought with a price”
and see if it remains an acceptable hiding
place. It is needed law for pastors who
do not want to upset their congrega-
tions with “life issues” but never seem to
consider if Jesus might be upset if they
fail to speak for and defend His blood-
bought “least of these.”

Of course the Good News of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is also, well, Good
News! This message of human life be-
ing special to Him is tailor-made Good
News for those caught up by their bad
choices or someone else’s bad choices,
Good News for those struggling with
illness over which they had no choice,
Good News for those facing end-of-life
choices and questions that seem complex
and blurred. This Good News says to the
pregnant teen, to post-abortive women
and men, to the chronically ill, to peo-
ple with disabilities, to the terminally ill,
and to families dealing with any of the
above—you are not just special, you are
special zo Him! He paid for you!

Son Chris took care of that Com-
modore 64 for he had never paid such
a price for anything before. Jesus takes
care of those He bought with the ul-
timate and highest price, a price that
bestows sacred value to human life. So
we live “purchased and won” “under
Him and His kingdom.” We know we
can trust in Him to care for us and be
at work in every life circumstance. We
know we can trust in Him to never leave
or forsake. We know we can trust in Him
because we are not just special; we are
special to Him!
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How Can You Provide

For Your Family, Loved
Ones, and LFL?

Lutherans For Life has a Christian estate
planner, Jim Schroeder, who can offer
comprehensive, charitable expertise and
services to help you provide for your
family, loved ones, and ministries like
Lutherans For Life.

Annually, thousands of faithful Christians
just like you support a variety of
Lutheran ministries through:

® Gift Annuities

Direct Gifts

Wills

Family Gift Funds
Endowments and Trusts

Contact Jim Schroeder at 877.913.2221
or jschroeder@lIutheransforlife.org.

O | would like more information about

| how I can bless my family and my |
favorite ministries for generations to
come.

[ | would like more information about
how | can support Lutherans For Life.

o would like to have someone review I
my current will or estate plan.

O Send information on: __gift annuities

I __family gift funds __endowment fund I
__charitable trusts __ Christian will

I preambles __ bequests

I Name
Address
City, State, Zip
| Phone

I E-mail

Send to LFL (see address on page 2).
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Giving to LFL
Even After You
Die

by Jim Schroeder,
Christian Estate
Planning Counselor

Would you like to be able to support
the mission of Lutherans for Life even
after you die? You can—and here’s how.
Simply take the total dollar amount of
your annual gifts to Lutherans For Life
and multiply it by 25. Then include a gift
for this amount in your Christian Estate
Plan and designate it to Lutherans For
Life for the Lutherans For Life Endow-
ment Fund. This could be a gift in your
will, beneficiary desig-

giving and she wants to make sure that
her support for the mission of Lutherans
For Life continues even after she dies.
Mary contacted me to learn more about
the Lutherans For Life Endowment
Fund. She and I discussed the best way
for her to make her gift in her Christian
Estate Plan. Mary decided to include a
gift to the Lutherans For Life Endow-
ment Fund through a beneficiary desig-
nation on her IRA. This is a tax-wise gift
because Lutherans For Life as a qualified
charity will not have to pay any federal or
state income taxes on the receipt of the
gift from her IRA. To replace her annual
giving Mary includes a gift from her IRA
through the beneficiary designation in
the amount of $12,500 ($500 x 25). As
her giving to Luther-

nation, or other estate
planning tools. That’s - 9
all there is too it.

The Lutherans For
Life Endowment Fund
will provide an annual
gift to Lutherans for
Life at roughly the same
dollar value you are giv-
ing now. Long after you have gone to be
with the Lord in Heaven, Lutherans For
Life will continue to receive your annual
gift.

The Lutherans For Life Endowment
Fund Committee invests the principal
of the Lutherans For Life Endowment
Fund to produce income. Since the prin-
cipal of the endowment fund is kept in-
tact, the endowment fund goes on per-
petually. Your giving to Lutherans For
Life goes on and on into the future.

Here’s an example of how this works:
Mary gives Lutherans For Life $500
every year. She may give it in smaller
chunks or as one annual gift. She knows
that Lutherans For Life depends on her

Opy E-nity
'portu

ans For Life increases
over the years, Mary
will want to increase
the amount of the gift
in her Christian Estate
Plan.

Mary is pleased be-
cause she knows she
now has in place a plan
that will continue her support for the
mission of Lutherans For Life even after
her death. At this time, her gift to the
Lutherans For Life Endowment Fund is
an unrestricted gift. She may change her
mind in the future and leave a written
letter of direction to Board of Directors
of Lutherans for Life as to how the in-
come from her gift to the endowment
fund would be directed.

As Lutherans For Life’s Christian Es-
tate Planning Counselor, I am available
to provide you with personal assistance
in working with your attorney and your
other financial advisors in planning your
estate. To arrange for assistance contact
me at jschroeder@lutheransforlife.org or
877.913.2221.

e
e
i
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Your Congregation
and RFL B

by Jerilyn Richard,
RFL Coordinator

“Rather, speaking the truth in love,
we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined
and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body

grow so that it builds itself up in love”

Ephesians 4:15-16.

e T

“We love life because God loves life.”

This speaks of the
value every life has
because every life
is created by God.
It is an important
message—yvital for
the Church!

How can you
effectively get this
message into your congregation? A good
place to start is through LFL’s Renewal
For Life® initiative. The mission of Re-
newal For Life® is to “Equip congrega-
tions to be Gospel-motivated voices for
life.” With the improved RFL website
and Forum, we have the opportunity to
better equip our pastors and Life Team
leaders within local congregations. One
way to do that is through user-friendly,
life-focused PowerPoint™ presentations.
Available through www.rflonline.org,
these teaching tools are an effective and
casy way to share a particular For Life
message. Here is one example of avail-
able presentations:

Cherish the Children: This pre-

sentation is based on Matthew
18:1-10 where Jesus says that “chil-

Renewal
For L

“life issues”

Spotlight on Lutherans For Life

dren” are greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. It can be used as a ser-
mon or a Bible study presentation
or an opening devotion for a meet-
ing or gathering. It would make a
great topic for a women’s or men’s
group. It focuses on the fact that
when Jesus refers to “children” He
has in mind all who are vulnerable
and in need. That is how children
were viewed in the Bible. A quote
from the presentation: “A child is
pictured as being unwise, unable,
unequipped, and completely de-
pendent on the actions of others to
survive and thrive. A child is any-
one who is vulnerable and in need.
A child is any-
one who needs
to be cherished.
A child is the
greatest in the
kingdom  of
heaven.”

PowerPoint®
presentations like
this are a great opportunity to show that
are not confined to “just”
the unborn and abortion. Cherish the
Children certainly addresses this, but it
also deals with an unplanned pregnancy,
those burdened with the guilt of a past
abortion, people with disabilities, and
the elderly. The overall point it makes is
that we do not reach out and help these

“children” just because they are precious.

We do so because they are precious to
God.

We are here to help you implement
God’s truth on the value of human life
through RFL’s For Life resources. If
your congregation would like to be con-
nected and equipped to share this vital
message, contact me at Lutherans For
Life for more information.
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hank you for your ongoing and often

sacrificial support of Lutherans For
Life during 2010. Your prayers, volun-
teer efforts, and financial support allow
Lutherans For Life to continue to equip
Gospel-motivated voices For Life! You
are examples of Christ’s love in action.
Your partnership with Lutherans For Life
is needed today more than ever before!

2010 Memorials and Honorariums
can be found on the LifeDate and Give
pages at www.lutheransforlife.org.

2010 Abundant Life Giving Society

“A thief comes to steal, kill, and

destroy. But I came so that my

sheep will have life and so that

they will have it abundantly”
(John 10:10).

~— In 2010 Lutherans For
Life introduced our new
Abundant Life Giving
Society (ALGS). We are
pleased to announce
that the following LFL supporters (in-
dividuals, families, LFL state federations
and chapters, and congregations) donat-
ed $1,000 or more last year. Thank you
for your gifts!

Terry & Amy Abernathy, Edmond, OK; Tracy and
Rochelle Ahrens, Jerome, ID; Mike & Diane Al-
bers, Saint Louis, MO; Michael & Donna Aldinger,
Iowa Falls, IA; David & Cathy Allen, Arthur, IL;
Mark Armbrecht, Clemons, IA; Ascension Lu-
theran Church, Cleburne, TX; Stephen & Susan
Asp, Moorhead, MN; Douglas & Lynette Auch,
Lesterville, SD; Dean & Jo Ann Aulick, Silver
Spring, MD; Baby Blue Laces, Colorado Springs,
CO; Rev. Thomas & Patricia Baker, Plainview,
TX; Louise Ballmann, Hico, TX; Jonathon & An-
gie Bartlett, Iowa Falls, IA; Paul & Linda Bartlett,
Iowa Falls, IA; Raymond & Myra Bauch, Palm
Coast, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bauer, Winnie, TX;
Ronald & Wanda Beck, Eastpointe, MI; John &
Ann Behrendt, Davenport, IA; Richard Beitz, Ni-
agra Falls, NY; Michael & Susan Benton, Bammel,
TX; Adelyn Berg, Bloomington, MN; Thomas &
Beth Bessinger, Muskegon, MI; Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church, Parma, OH; Rev. Herbert Bier-

mann, Wisner, NE; Leon & Virginia Billig, Burnet,
TX; Kenneth Birst, Bismarck, ND; Richard H.
Blase, Lees Summit, MO; Paul & Marilyn Bles,
Des Peres, MO; Don & Deb Bluemer, Mesa, AZ;
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Borcherding, Latimer, IA; Greg
& Jan Boschee, Parshall, ND; Brian and Amie
Boster, Fulshear, TX: Victor Both, Chicago, IL;
Archie & Myrna Bourret, Columbia, MO; Rev. Ed-
ward & Eileen Brandt, Ute, IA; Davon and Dian-
na Bultemeier, Hoagland, IN; Rev. & Mrs. Paul
Bundschuh, Riverton, WY; Alan & Leslye Cain,
Lake Forest, CA; Calvary Lutheran Church, Lin-
coln, NE; James Carter, Arlington Heights, IL;
Central Connecticut LFL # 204, Bristol, CT; Cen-
tral Oklahoma LFL # 300, Oklahoma City, OK;
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Redlands, CA;
Hans & Lola Clausen, Pocahontas, IA; Colleen
Coffman, Saint Charles, MO; William & Betty
Crofford, Dallas, TX; Wayne & Karen Cunning-
ham, Saint Louis, MO; Marilyn Dahl, Oshkosh,
WI; Kirby Dasinger, Sidney, MT; Kermit & Cheryl
Deterding, Wellsville, KS; Stephen & Amy Dorn,
West Des Moines, IA; Kenneth Dunker, Ames,
IA; Tim and Dagmar Dunn, Naperville, IL; John
& Dawn Eckerly, Beavercreek, OH; Emanual Lu-
theran Church, Patchogue, NY; Emmaus Luther-
an Church, Poy Sippi, WI; Arnold & Elizabeth
Engelman, Boerne, TX; Faith In Christ Lutheran
Church, Portales, NM; Faith Lutheran Church,
Palmer, IA; Faith Lutheran Church, Mount Pleas-
ant, IA; Faith Lutheran Church, Easton, PA; Kitty
Falk, Sacramento, CA; Aaron Ferber, Chicago,
IL; Bob & Gretchen Fett, Inver Grove Heights,
MN; First English Lutheran Church, Spencer, IA;
First Lutheran Church, Missoula, MT; William
Fletcher, Saint Louis, MO; Rev. Charles Froehlich,
Wharton, TX; Dorothy Furr, Ontario, OH; Mr. &
Mrs. Henry Gallmeyer, Decatur, IN; Edith Geisler,
Farnhamville, IA; Rev. Dr. Jeff & Renee Gibbs, St
Louis, MO; Rev. & Mrs. Eugene Gierke, Seward,
NE; Gloria Christi Lutheran Church, Greeley, CO;
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Arnold, MO;
Grace Lutheran Church, Dyer, IN; Gene & Lynda
Graf, Brecksville, OH; Mr. & Mrs. Alten Grandt,
West Lafayette, IN; Mr. & Mrs. Richard, Greiner,
Dansville, MI; Rev. Herbert & Joyce Grieves, Jr.,
Yorkville, IL; Nancy Guagenti, Bardstown, KY;
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Haldiman, Springfield, MO; Rev.
Mark & Lynelle Hansen, Rock Rapids, IA; Leon &
Sharon Harms, Wellsburg, IA; Mark & Diane
Harms, Cheyenne Wells, CO; Gerald & Lauverne
Harr, Sioux Falls, SD; Rev. Ken & Karen Hart,
Saint Francis, KS; Reuben Hartke, Elizabeth-
town, IN; Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Hedlund, Saint Cro-
ix Falls, WI; Joe R. & Sandra Herman, Conover,
NC; Lowell Highby, Nevada, IA; Russell & Char-
lotte Highby, Revere, MN; Amy Hinz, Fredericks-
burg, VA; Rev. Dennis & Beverly Hipenbecker,
Wauwatosa, WI; Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Hollatz,
Geneseo, IL; Holy Cross Lutheran Church, War-
ren, MI; Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Spokane,
WA; Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Terryville, CT;
Rev. Clifford & Ingrid Hoper, Osceola, NE; Hous-
ton LFL # 132, Spring, TX; Darryl & Terry How-
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ard, Cullman, AL; Lon Huse, Houston, TX; Caro-
lyn Huyett, Wrentham, MA; Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Roswell, NM; Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Iowa Falls, IA; Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Perryville, MO; Scott & Holly Iseler, Port
Hope, MI; Leonard & Marilyn Jensen, Jr., Spring-
field, VA; Don & Cynthia Johnson, Allen, TX;
Glen & Lavonne Johnson, Marco Island, FL;
Leonard C. & Odessa Johnson, Moscow, ID;
Charles & Linda Kennell, Brown Deer, WI; Mari-
lyn Kindschy, Greendale, WI; Dale & Paula Knop,
Ellinwood, KS; James Kobiske, Weyauwega, WI;
Rev. Luther Koehler, New Ulm, MN; Mr. & Mrs.
Herman Koester, Belleville, IL; James & Paula
Krause, Eden Prairie, MN; Rev. & Mrs. Ronald
Kudick, Phoenix, AZ; Rev. Dr. James & RoxAnne
Lamb, State Center, IA; Stephen & Christine, La-
mos, Morgantown, PA; Joel & Shirlee Landsk-
roener, Mayer, MN; LCMS Northwest District,
Portland, OR; LCMS World Relief/Human Care
Ministries, Saint Louis, MO; William & Lavonne
Lehmpuhl, Colorado Springs, CO; David & Kim
Leischner, Petersburg, IL; Rick & Marsha Lemke,
Mequon, WI; LFL of Iowa, Wellsburg, IA; Phil &
Sharon Lindau, Minneapolis, MN; Living Word
Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD; Loving Arms
LFL # 094, Macomb, MI; Paul & Lynda Lueders,
Kentwood, MI; LWML Texas District, Lubbock,
TX; David & Juliana Maire, Winter Springs, FL;
Margaret Marriott, Pearland, TX; Olive Mascha,
Carefree, AZ; Gale & Judy McKim, Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA; Duane & Barbara Medow, Seward,
NE; Bonnie Meiers, Avon, SD; Mrs. Kay Meyer,
Saint Louis, MO; Mr. & Mrs. Paul Moeller, Mid-
land, MI; Mr. & Mrs. S. Dean Morton, Goose
Pointe Farms, MI; Mount Carmel Free Lutheran
Church, Mcintosh, MN; Bill & Kris Mugge, Per-
rysburg, OH; George Munyon, Des Moines, IA;
Dr. Samuel & Elsa Murray, Saugus, CA; Mr. &
Mrs. Donald Neff, Lakin, KS; Hans & Lisabet
Nepf, Monrovia, CA; North Wisconsin District
LWML, Toivola, MI; Leonard & Shawn Nunnink
III, Kansas City, MO; Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Nun-
nink III, Kansas City, MO; Ryan & Adrienne
O’Connor, Mound, MN; Douglas & Gail Oines,
Washington Crossing, PA; Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Ridgecrest, CA; Peace Lutheran Church,
Hurst, TX; Peace Lutheran Church, Antigo, WI;
Peace Lutheran Church, New Lenox, IL; Ted &
Randa Pearson, Long Beach, CA; Mark & Kim
Peterson, Harcourt, IA; Martin & Ruth Poch,
Springfield, VA; George Prange, Nampa, ID;
William & Linda Quickel, Lovington, NM; Rodney
& Dawn Rathmann, Eureka, MO; Robert & Ruth
Ann Rauscher, Hobson, MT; Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Richmond, VA; Marlon Todd & Sandy
Rhodes, Wildwood, MO; Rev. James & Sara Rich-
ter, Belleville, MI; Rev. Larry & Jean Rockemann,
Fox River Grove, IL; Mr. & Mrs. Rollins Roth,
Breckenridge, TX; Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan, Ruck-
heim, Cedar Park, TX; Mrs. Jerry Saacks, Metai-
rie, LA; Salem Lutheran Church, Farrar, MO; Sa-
lem Lutheran Church, Axtell, KS; Mr. & Mrs.
Henry Scheuermann, Cleveland, OH; Louise
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Schinnerer, Lake Forest, CA; Fred & Janice
Schlemmer, Decatur, IN; Carl & Lynda Schnebbe,
Belle Plaine, IA; Carl & Diane Schroeder, Lom-
bard, IL; James & Susan Schroeder, Laurel, NE;
Wayne Schultz, Parker, CO; Shawano Area LFL
#093, Shawano, WI; Bonnie Shelton, Simi Val-
ley, CA; Shepherd Hills Lutheran Church, Her-
mann, MO; Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church, West Des Moines, IA; Rev. Randall
Shields, Saint Louis, MO; Samuel & Rachel Som-
merer, Saint Charles, MO; Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey
Sonstroem, Bristol, CT; Margaret Speers, Cedar
Rapids, IA; St. John Lutheran Church, Chatham,
IL; St. John Lutheran Church, Newhall, IA; St.
John Lutheran Church, Battle Creek, NE; St.
John Lutheran Church, Wilcox, NE; St. John Lu-
theran Church, Strongsville, OH; St. John Lu-
theran Church, Ireton, IA; St. John Lutheran
School, North Tonawanda, NY; St. Lorenz Lu-
theran Church, Frankenmuth, MI; St. Mark Lu-
theran Church, Omaha, NE; St. Matthew Luther-
an Church, Barrington, IL; St. Matthew Lutheran
Church, Grand Rapids, MI; St. Michael Lutheran
Church, Canton, MI; St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Stevens Point, WI; St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Evansville, IN; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rock-
ford, IL; St. Paul Lutheran Dorcas Circle, Gillett,
AR; Gene & Mary Stellhorn, Florissant, MO; Dor-
othy Grummer Stewart, Fort Worth, TX; Iola
Stroehlein, Tucson, AZ; Carol Stuhr, Harrison,
MI; Dwight A. & Peggy L. Thousand, Baton
Rouge, LA; Thrivent Central Saint Charles, Saint
Charles, MO; Thrivent West Saint Charles Coun-
ty Chapter, Wentzville, MO; Timothy Lutheran
Church, Blue Springs, MO; Lori Trinche, Glen El-
lyn, IL; Trinity All Circle Guild, Mallard, IA; Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, Mequon, WI; Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Rochester, MN; Trinity Lutheran
Church, Millstadt, IL; Trinity Lutheran Church,
San Pedro, CA; Trinity Lutheran Church, Sterling,
CO; Trinity Lutheran Church, Lombard, IL; Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, Arapahoe, NE; Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Walton, NE; Trinity Lutheran
Church, Broken Arrow, OK; Trinity Lutheran
Church, Spencer, WI; Trinity Lutheran Church -
Adult Library, Springfield, MO; Trinity Lutheran
School, Cape Girardeau, MO; Mr. & Mrs. Ken
Troester, Hampton, NE; Robert & Vicky Vander-
vort, Omaha, NE; Walker Family Charitable
Foundation, Evansville, IN; Mr. & Mrs. Mark We-
ber, Bloomington, MN; Jane Webster, Pleasant
Plains, IL; Ray & Carol Weiss, Grafton, WI; West
Portal Lutheran Church, San Francisco, CA; Ron-
ald Wilhelms, Saint Peters, MO; Dennis & Judith
Williams, Lansing, MI; Kathryn Wilson, Chaska,
MN; Dorsey & Kathy Winfree, Quincy, WA; Jim &
Wanda Wold, Garner, IA; Jane, Wolfram, Roch-
ester, MN; Zion Lutheran Church, Plainview, NE;
Zion Lutheran Church, Grant Park, IL; Zion Lu-
theran Church, Hillsboro, KS; Zion Lutheran
Church, Diggins, MO; Zion Lutheran Church,
Mallard, IA; Byron & Donna Zuehlk, Washington,
MI.
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LFL Speakers Bureau You Can Make a
Difference For Life!

Please call
(515.441.6571) or
e-mail (kmeyer@
lutheransforlife.org)
if you would like to
learn more about
any of these giving
options.

Do you need a speak- [
er? Check out the Speakers
Bureau page at the LFL
website to find out more! -

A variety of formats are g2
available from a single pre- |-
sentation or sermon to a |
multi-day series of work-
shops.

Lutherans For Life

does not receive

Staff speaker: James I. Lamb

financial support

Affiliated speakers:

Jean Amundson
Linda D. Bartlett
Paul M. Clark
Connie Davis
Daniel M. Domke
John Eidsmoe
Peter B. Greenspan
Anthony Horvath
Kimberly Ketola
Sheila Luck

Ryan C. MacPherson
Betty McGuire
Allen Quist

Russell E. Saltzman
Alvin J. Schmidt
Carl F. Schroeder
Diane E. Schroeder
Ed Szeto

from any church body. Your individual
gifts provide for the annual and long-
term needs of LFL.

Combined

Federal

Campaign:
. If you are a
federal employee or member of the US
military (or have family or friends who
are) designate “Lutherans For Life” when
making your pledge—and let others
know about this unique opportunity! The
CFC identification number for LFL is
11508.

Give online:
www.lutheransforlife.org

Automatic Bank Drafts:
Many banks offer electronic funds

transfer from checking/savings accounts.

Matching Gifts:

Does your employer have a matching
gift program? Ask them to include LFL as
a qualified charity!

Planned Gifis:

LFL can provide info on trusts, annuities,
and other plans. Consider including LFL in
your will.

Booknote! Several LFL
Speakers Bureau members
have contributed to an ex-
cellent book published by
Northwestern Publishing
House. It’s called Here
We Stand — Confessional
Christian Study of World-
views, edited by Curtis A. Jahn. Con-
tributors include John Eidsmoe, Ryan

Cameron MacPherson, Allan Quist, and
Alvin J. Schmidt.
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Online Shopping Rebate Program:
Check out iGive.com at the LFL web site.
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~ Even before your mom and dad could hold you, God knew who
@7 you were! He knew all about you, He loved you, and He cared

for you!
In the Bible, in the book of Psalms, chapter 139, verses 15-17a,
David said to God, “My bones were not hidden from you when
I was being made in secret, when I was being skillfully woven
... Your eyes saw me when I was only a fetus [unborn baby].
Every day of my life was recorded in your book before one
of them had taken place. How precious are your thoughts
concerning me, O God!” GOD’S WORD
g ¥,
Y | h
NS W

888-364-LIFE e info@lutheransforlife.org ¢ www.lutheransforlife.org e Spring 2011 e LifeDate e page 27



Life Thoughts in the Church Year

Life Thoughts in the Church Year are
designed to help pastors and congregations
see the church year through the lens of
the sanctity of human life. Life Thoughts
are based on the appointed readings from
Lutheran Service Book.

April 3 — The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Why would someone be born blind? (John
9:2) Jesus’ answer then answers many of
our “whys” today. “That the works of God
might be displayed in him” (9:3). Perhaps
we could learn to change our question from
“Why?” to “Where?” Where is God at work?
Our disabilities do not disable His power to

(Philippians 2:7). It was a fallopian tube, not
the streets of Jerusalem that first welcomed
the Savior on His way to the cross.

April 24 — The Resurrection of our
Lord

The resurrected Jesus first appeared to a very
sinful, formerly demon possessed woman,
Mary Magdalene. The hope of the resurrec-
tion is for those hopelessly lost in their sins.
In one sense, we could say that this hope is
especially for those hopelessly lost in their
sins! Thanks be to God!

May 1 - Second Sunday of Easter

give meaning and purpose J
to every life.

April 10 - The Fifth
Sunday in Lent

The very many and very
dry disassembled bones
scattered about the valley
in Ezekiel 37 portray a
vivid picture of absolute
spiritual hopelessness. Can
such bones live? Yes! In
the cross and empty tomb
of Jesus Christ we see por-
trayed a vivid picture of
absolute spiritual hope.
“There is therefore now
no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus”
(Romans 8:1). No con-
demnation means certain hope no matter
what the sin.

April 17 - Palm Sunday/Sunday of the
Passion

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of holy
week and we follow Jesus as He makes His
journey to the cross. Of course, His journey
to the cross started long before this. Based
on the Epistle common to either emphasis
this Sunday, one can argue that Jesus’ jour-
ney to the cross began in Mary’s womb. “But
made himself nothing, taking the form of'a
servant, being born in the likeness of men”

When “grieved by various
trials” (1 Peter 1:6b), the
world points us to the
god of death—abortion,
embryo-destroying re-
search, assisted suicide—as
a source of hope. Hope in
death, what a morbid way
to live. The Word of God
points us to “a living hope
through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the
dead” (1:3). Hope in a liv-
ing Savior, what a joyous
way to live!

May 8 - Third Sunday
of Easter

Jesus knew of the neces-
sity of suffering to enter
into glory (Luke 24:24). The glory of the
resurrection flowed from the glory of the
cross. Faith in a God who brings glory out
of suffering brings hope to every situation
in life

May 15 - Fourth Sunday of Easter

Everyone can testify that the abundant life
the Good Shepherd came to bring (John
10:10) is not necessarily a life of abundance.
To understand the abundant life the Shep-
herd talks about, you have to ask, “What
was the abundant life for a sheep?” The
answer—following the shepherd! It was not
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always easy, but the shepherd knew exactly
what the sheep needed and he always got
them just where he wanted them to be. Our
abundant life comes from trusting and fol-
lowing the “Shepherd and Overseer of our
souls” (1 Peter 2:25).

May 22 - Fifth Sunday of Easter

The life issues can cause troubled hearts in a
variety of ways. The world offers nothing that
can truly speak to such hearts. Jesus does.

“Let not your heart be troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in me” (John 14:1).

May 29 - Sixth Sunday of Easter

Paul’s message to the Athenians (Acts
17:16-31) provides a good example for how
Christians should share the biblical For Life
message in the world. He did not scream
and yell and condemn. He did not “thump”
them with Bible passages. He started where
they were, appealed to their reason, shared
biblical truths, and eventually ended up
proclaiming the resurrected Jesus.

June 5 — Seventh Sunday of Easter
We usually do not equate suffering persecu-

tion because we share a For Life message
with being “insulted for the name of Christ”
(1 Peter 4:14). But when that For Life mes-
sage comes from God’s holy Word, then
they do equate. Sharing the truth of life is
proclaiming the name of the Lord of Life.

June 12 — The Day of Pentecost

Some will always mock even when the Holy
Spirit is at work right in front of their eyes
(Acts 2:13). You can mock God’s truth but
it will not change its reality or its power.

June 19 — The Holy Trinity

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—at work in
Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4a), at work in new
creation (Matthew 28:19). Both actions give
inestimable value to human life.

June 26 — Second Sunday after Pente-
cost

We serve others, not in the old way of the
law; rather “we serve in the new way of the
Spirit” (Romans 7:6b). We serve others,
especially the vulnerable and needy, because
they are Christ to us; and we in serving are
Christ to them.

Here's how you can
keep life issues before
your congregation!

Life News bulletin inserts help keep your congregation informed on life issues
every month! To subscribe or to find out more, call 888.364.LIFE.
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Diane E. Schroeder, National Lutherans For Life President

For Life — Reaching
Out with God’s Love

by Diane E. Schroeder

A pastor recently asked me a provoca-
tive question: “What are we for?’”

For Life people are often depicted as
“anti-people.” Anti-homosexuals, anti-
abortion; people filled with hate and
judgment. To many youth the words
“pro-life” are a negative—people picket-
ing, holding pictures of aborted babies,
yelling at women going into abortion
clinics. At Lutherans For Life we know
what we are For. We are For Life in its
entirety and without exception. We are
for the lives of the unborn, the embryo,
the handicapped, the elderly, the people
wounded through bad decisions—every-
one. So, if we know what we’re For, why
don’t other people know it?

Matthew 5:16 says that we are to let
our light so shine before men that they
may see our good works and give God
the glory. The early Church was known
for its love for each other and those
less fortunate. These early Christians
demonstrated their love by going to
the hills outside of Rome and rescuing
the abandoned infants who were left to
the elements and animals. These babies
were unwanted and were left to die. The
Christians brought these children into
their homes and raised them as their
own.

We are For Life. How do we demon-
strate that?

We speak truth into a culture that
likes to disguise reality. Last year, an
MTV reality show entitled No Easy Deci-
sion praised some young women for mak-
ing a “good parenting decision” and hav-
ing an abortion. Since when does good
parenting include killing your child? If

that child had been born, it would be
called child abuse and murder.

We encourage congregations to ad-
dress life issues and equip their people to
make God pleasing life decisions.

For women and men who have an
abortion in their past we share the truth
of God’s forgiveness. (He has forgiven
all of us!)

For women considering abortion, we
speak the truth nonjudgmentally and in
love of what God says about abortion
and the possible consequences of an
abortion decision. We work to build an
atmosphere in our homes and congrega-
tions where young women who may be
in an unplanned pregnancy would feel
safe and not so afraid that they would be
compelled to choose abortion.

We need to be Christ’s hand reach-
ing out to that person in need. In the
MTV situation, where was this woman’s
family, her friends—her church? Did she
seek the help of a pregnancy resource
center? (If abortion is the best we can
offer a woman in need, we are indeed a
society that should be pitied.)

We need to work within our churches,
reaching out to those struggling with life
issues: collect diapers, provide resources
to struggling young moms and dads, of-
fer respite care for families in need of
help—or just a break.

For those who have had abortions,
we listen to them and acknowledge and
share their grief—and offer the help
of ministries such as Word of Hope
(www.word-of-hope.org; 888.271.8679)
that will lead them to a deeper healing
through Bible Study.

If you personally know someone
thinking about abortion, be there for
them. Encourage them to seek the assis-
tance of a pregnancy resource center that
can help her with accurate information,
resources, referrals, and ultrasound. You
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could even work with your pregnancy
resource center through volunteering,
providing baby supplies, and prayer sup-
port.

Through our words and actions we
can be considered safe and approachable.
That simple fact will open doors for peo-
ple in need of help to come to us.

Visit the elderly, care for those who
are ill, bring food to a grieving family.
There are a thousand and one ways to
demonstrate your love!

Could it be that many judge Chris-
tians so negatively because they see too
much of the speaking truth to the world
and not enough of compassion for those
people so affected by these decisions of
life? Compassion is what opens doors for
the acceptance of the truth. Don’t be
stingy with it!

We have been called by God to be
members of His kingdom. He has
bought us with a price—the blood of
Christ. He has called us to speak truth
and show compassion on the greatest is-
sue of our time, the fight for the sanctity
of human life.

What a blessing! Get up and get go-
ing and let’s show our world what God’s
people can do!

“For we are his workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them” Ephesians
2:10.

Hurting from Abortion?
A Word of Hope can help.

888-217-8679

www.word-of-hope.org

Confidential.... Caring

Lutherans F
resources
~available at www.cph
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Our Mission ... Equipping Lutherans to be
Gospel-motivated voices For Life.

Our Vision ... Every Lutheran congregation
upholding the God-given value of human life
and influencing society to do the same.

Our Philosophy ... Lutherans For Life believes
that the Church is compelled by God’s Word to
speak and act on behalf of those who are vul-
nerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times
is the repudiation of biblical truth manifested in
the wanton destruction of innocent human life
through legalized abortion-on-demand and the
growing threat to the lives of others through
legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia.
Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive
to give witness, from a biblical perspective,

to the Church and society on these and other
related issues such as chastity, post-abortion
healing, and family living.

National LFL Board of Directors

Diane E. Schroeder, President - Lombard,
Illinois

Rodney Rathmann, Vice-President - Eureka,
Missouri

Jean Amundson, Secretary, State
Representative — Cleburne, Texas

Richard A. Greiner, Treasurer — Dansville,
Michigan

Patricia Ballman - Hico, Texas

Connie Davis, State Representative - Macomb,
Michigan

John Eidsmoe - Pikes Road, Alabama

Renee Gibbs - Saint Louis, Missouri

Rev. Everette E. Greene - Cincinnati, Ohio

Gary Mrosko - Faribault, Minnesota

LFL Council of State Federation Presidents

Allan Benson, (Northern) Illinois - Rockford

Jeanne Strubbe, (Central and Southern) Illinois
- Chapin

Clarence Zimmer, Indiana — Cambridge City

Karen Frohwein, Iowa - State Center

Jeanne Mackay, Kansas - Lenexa

Connie Davis, Michigan - Macomb

Diane Albers, Missouri — Saint Louis

Helen Lewis, Montana - Great Falls

Nebraska - (office to be filled)

Jolene Richardson, North Dakota - Fargo

Lynette Auch, South Dakota - Lesterville

Jean Amundson, Texas — Cleburne

Rev. David Emmons, Wisconsin — Turtle Lake

LFL has 12 state federations, 138 local
chapters, 158 Life Ministry Coordinators, and
51 Life Advocates in the United States.
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